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Lebanon’s State

During a memorial ceremony in
tribute of senior commander in
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) Brigadier General
Mohammad Saeed lzadi, Sheikh
Qassem maintained that the
ceasefire agreement is an indirect
agreement highlighting close
cooperation between the
Resistance and the state.

“Hezbollah has fully committed
to the ceasefire terms, and no
violations were reported against
the enemy or in cooperation with
the state. ‘Israel’ violated the
agreement thousands of times".

According to Sheikh Qassem,
the Israeli enemy regretted the
agreement, seeing that it
empowered Hezbollah to maintain
its strength in Lebanon, “and
therefore did not abide by it”.

Sheikh Qassem affirmed that
teh United States has imposed
terms to strip Lebanon, the
Resistance, and the entire people
of their strength and capabilities,
entirely benefiting ‘Israel’.

“Barrack demanded
disarmament within 30 days,
including even hand grenades and
mortar shells—basic weapons. He
demanded dismantling 50% of the

capabilities within a month, but
they do not know the extent of our
capabilities to determine what 50%
means. Barrack said that after
these measures, ‘Israel’ would
withdraw from the five points.”

America wanted, in its
proposal, to strip Lebanon of its
military capability represented by
the Resistance and to prevent the
army from acquiring weapons that
could affect ‘Israel’, Sheikh
Qassem added.

Sheikh Qassem affirmed that
Hezbollah rejects any new
agreement, saying “They must
implement the old agreement, and
we reject any timetable proposed
for implementation under the
umbrella of ‘Israeli’ aggression”.

“We refuse to be slaves to
anyone. To those who talk to us
about concessions because of
funding cuts, we ask: What
funding do you mean?”

Hezbollah Chief noted that the
Zionist enemy’s interest does not
lie in escalating the aggression on
Lebanon because the “Resistance
will defend, the army will defend,
the people will defend, and rockets
will fall inside the entity, collapsing
the security they have built over
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eight months within one hour”.

If we relinquish our weapons,
aggression will not stop—this is
confirmed by ‘Israeli’ officials,
Sheikh Qassem added.

“The government statement
talks about fortifying
sovereignty—so is abandoning
weapons based on lIsrael’s,
America’s, and some Arab
countries’ prescriptions fortifying
sovereignty? The government
statement talks about deterring
aggressors, but where is the state
that shields Lebanon from
calamity? Where is the defense of
borders and frontiers? If you say
you cannot, then let us preserve
and build our capabilities".

Sheikh Qassem recalled that
the Prime Minister boasts about
the government’s commitment to
take all measures to liberate all
territories from ‘Israeli’ occupation,
asking: “But where are these
measures?”

“The state must provide
protection, not strip its people and
resistance of their strength; it
should benefit from it rather than
disarm in favor of ‘Israel’, America,
and an Arab country"”.

We must bring a proposal to
the [Lebanese] Cabinet to face
aggression, preserve sovereignty,
set a timetable to achieve this,
discuss how to involve everyone in
Lebanon’s defense, and increase
pressure on the enemy, Sheikh
Qassem said.

“The Resistance is part of the
Taif Agreement constitution and
explicitly mentioned; it is a
constitutional matter. Let us
discuss a national security strategy
that strengthens Lebanon, not a
timetable to disarm.
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The criminal US opposed to Iranian

During the ceremony, Imam
Khamenei, the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, described the
recent imposed war as a
manifestation of the will and
strength of the Islamic Republic
and a striking display of the
extraordinary solidity of its
foundations. Emphasizing that
the main reason behind the
enemies’ hostility is their
opposition to the Iranian nation’s
faith, knowledge, and unity, he
stated: "The lranian nation, by
God’s grace, will neither abandon
strengthening its religious faith,
nor expanding its diverse fields of
knowledge, and much to the
enemy’s dismay, will succeed in
elevating Iran to the peak of
progress and the pinnacle of
honor."

Expressing his condolences
once again to the families of the
fallen commanders, scientists, and
beloved people martyred in the
recent war, Imam Khamenei
stated: "What happened for the
Islamic Republic during these 12
days — in addition to the great
honors achieved by the Iranian

e

\ (.
nation, which even people
throughout the world are
acknowledging today — was that
the people of Iran showed their
power, their determination and
resolve, their steadfastness, and
their ability to the world. They now
saw the power of the Islamic
Republic from up close."

He also considered the clear
manifestation of the Islamic
Republic’s unparalleled strength
as one of the key outcomes of
the recent imposed war, adding:
"These events weren’'t something
that hadn’'t been experienced by
the Islamic Republic before. For
more than 45 years, in addition to
the 8-year Imposed War, there
have been seditions, inciting
weak-willed individuals against
the nation, and various other
plots; military, political,
security-related plots, as well as
coups and other similar actions.
The Islamic Republic has
overcome all of these."

Imam Khamenei emphasized
that the Islamic Republic is built
upon two fundamental pillars: faith
and knowledge. He stated: "The
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people’s religiosity and the
knowledge of our youth have been
able to force the enemy to retreat
in many different fields, and this
will continue to be the same in the
future." He identified the root
cause of Global Arrogance’s
hostility — led by the criminal US
— toward the Islamic Republic as
the lIranian nation’s faith,
knowledge, and unity under the
banner of the Quran and Islam,
stating: "All their talk about nuclear
issues, [uranium] enrichment,
human rights, and such things are
nothing but excuses. What upsets
them is the fact that the Islamic
Republic is able to produce new
ideas in the various fields of
science and knowledge — be it in
the humanities, technical sciences,
or religious sciences."

Reaffirming that the Iranian
nation will never forsake its faith
or knowledge, Imam Khamenei
added: “We will take great strides
in strengthening our religious
faith and in expanding and
deepening our diverse and
wide-ranging fields of knowledge.
And much to the enemy’s
dismay, we will, by God's grace,
succeed in elevating Iran to the
peak of progress and the
pinnacle of honor."

The ceremony also featured
Qur’anic recitations by several
reciters, and Hujjat al-Islam Rafiei
delivered remarks referencing
Sermon 182 of Nahj al-Balagha,
drawing parallels between the
qualities of the martyrs of the
Battle of Siffin and those martyred
in the recent imposed war.
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A standard-bearer marched to
fetch water and never returned.
The same devotion courses
through the veins of Palestinians
today, who carry their resistance
with extraordinary courage.

The cry of Hussain (AS), “Is
there anyone to help me?”, was
not an appeal to Yazid’s army. It
was a timeless call to the
conscience of humanity. And
every year, when millions march
from Najaf to Karbala on Arbaeen,
they respond: Labbaik ya Hussain
— "Here | am, O Hussain!

"Those who carry Hussain’s
(AS) torch never surrender to
deceit and falsehood. They speak
truth to power, no matter how deaf
the ears or how violent the
response.

Today, Palestinians mirror that
same sacred refusal. They refuse
to bow to occupation, to
dispossession, to humiliation. That
is why Muharram is not merely a
month of mourning—it is an
anthem of solidarity with every
oppressed soul across the world.

As Dr. Ali Shariati reminds us,
human history is the
“manifestation of the eternal

conflict between the poles of God
and Satan,” a struggle in which
only the names and faces change.
Today, history records Hussain’s
(AS) triumph and Yazid's
humiliation.Dr. Shariati further
says that every revolution has two
visages: blood and the message.
Hussain (AS) and his companions
gave their blood; Zainab (SA), the
“Savior of Karbala,” carried the
message. And so must we.

This is the mission of Azadari
(mourning) — to name and shame
the Yazids of our time, expose
their tyranny, and stand by the
oppressed with unwavering
resolve and courage. Not merely
with words, but with action,
conviction, and conscience.

The tradition of Azadari itself
began with the captives of
Karbala — Sayyeda Zainab (SA),
Umme Kulsoom (SA), and Imam
Zainul Abideen (AS). Their elegies
and sermons shook the very
foundations of Yazid’s mighty
empire. The spoken and written
word became weapons against
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the oppressor.When Yazid was
informed of gatherings in Medina
mourning Karbala, he panicked
and re-arrested Imam Zainul
Abideen (AS), fearing rebellion.
Yet the spirit of defiance had
already taken root. Azadari soon
spread — from Baghdad to Kufa,
from Iran to India.Imam Zainul
Abideen (AS) institutionalized the
institution of Azadari. Poets were
invited to keep the memory of the
martyrs alive, one of them the
legendary Farazdaq, who was
even arrested by Caliph Hisham's
forces.

Imam Mohammad Bagir (AS)
and Imam Jafar Sadiq (AS) gave
further impetus to Azadari during
their time. They deepened the
understanding of Karbala’s
philosophy among people. Imam
Musa Kazim (AS) encouraged
poets to write in their native
tongues, broadening the reach.

Fourteen centuries later, just
as Yazid couldn’t suppress the cry
of Karbala, the Yazids of today
also cannot silence the truth.
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By Syed Zafar Mehdi

It is that time of the year again
when voices of truth and justice,
transcending lines of ethnicity,
sect, and ideology, rise in unison
to honor the ‘Master of Martyrs’,
who redefined resistance and
moral courage on the desert plains
of Karbala fourteen centuries ago.

Imam Hussein’s (AS) uprising
in 61 Hijri (680 AD) against the
tyrannical rule of Yazid remains
unparalleled in human history and
continues to inspire and drive the
campaigners of truth and justice
worldwide.

Hussein ibn Ali (AS), the
beloved grandson of Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH), did not fight
for power, position, or privilege. He
stood at the intersection of truth
and falsehood, justice and tyranny,
dignity and disgrace, and decided
to stand on the right side of history.

As Igbal Lahori famously wrote,
“Hussein (AS) watered the dry
garden of freedom with the surging
wave of his blood, uprooted the
despotism, and awakened the
slumbering Muslim nation.”

The Battle of Karbala was not a
struggle for power. It was a

confrontation between blood and
sword. Hussein (AS), with 71 loyal
companions, stood against an
army of 30,000. The choice was
clear, and the objective was based
on divine principles.

When summoned by Medina’s
governor Waleed ibn Ugbah to
pledge allegiance to Yazid,
Hussain (AS) responded with a
declaration that still echoes in the
corridors of time: “A man like me
cannot pledge allegiance to a man
like him.”

Every year, in the month of
Muharram, the faithful reaffirm
their pledge to the eternal
principles that Hussain (AS)
demonstrated through action in
Karbala. These annual
commemorations are not
grief-centric rituals but a powerful
act of resistance, a rekindling of
the resolve to speak truth to
power, just as Hussein (AS) did
with his blood in Karbala, and his
sister, Zeinab bint Ali (SA), did with
her words in the aftermath of
Karbala.

The message of Karbala
remains timeless. In Ziyarat
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Ashura, believers beseech: “O
Allah, grant us the honor to rise for
justice...” It's a pledge to carry
forward the mission of Karbala
wherever injustice reigns.

It may not be hyperbole to
suggest that Gaza is today's
Karbala. The uprising of Hussein
(AS) against the corrupt and
despotic Umayyad regime is not
just a chapter from the past, it is a
mirror held up to the present.

That often-quoted phrase
“Every day is Ashura and every
land is Karbala” may sound
clichéd, but its subtext is piercingly
relevant. It reminds us that the
struggle between right and might is
not bound by time or geography.
Yesterday it was Karbala. Today it
is Gaza.

The horrors unleashed upon
people in the besieged Gaza Strip
since October 2023 echo the cries
of the oppressed that once rose
from the plains of Karbala. Terror
and tyranny wear many faces and
fly many flags, but their nature
remains unchanged. It is our duty
to recognize the Yazid of our time,
and respond as Hussain (AS)

taught us.
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