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KTR questioned by SIT 
in phone-tapping case, instructed 

not to contact witnesses

US threat to Iran’s Leader will ignite 
entire region: Hezbollah

The Democratic News
Tehran, Jan, 24

The political wing of the 
Hezbollah resistance 

movement in the Lebanese 
Parliament has warned that 
the United States’ rhetorical 
threats against Iran and Lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khame-
nei risk escalating tensions in 
West Asia.  In a statement re-
leased on Thursday, the Loy-
alty to the Resistance Bloc 
raised alarm at Washington’s 
aggressive policies towards 
regional countries, blasting 
US President Donald Trump 
for threatening to annihilate 
nations and change their gov-
ernments.

“American aggression 
against nations and people in 
our region has reached a level 
of arrogance, threatening the 
life of the supreme religious 
leader of millions of Mus-
lims, Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed 

Ali Khamenei,” it said.
“This threatens to ignite 

the entire region, adding to 
threats against the Iranian 
people, who have stood firm 

against American and Zionist 
attempts to undermine their 
security and stability.”

Some shopkeepers last 
month staged peaceful pro-

tests in different Iranian cities 
over economic grievances, 
which are directly linked to 
unilateral US sanctions.

The demonstrations, how-

ever, were steered toward vi-
olence after public statements 
by American and Israeli lead-
ers encouraged vandalism and 
disorder.

The Democratic News
Hyderabad, Jan, 23

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) 
working president KT Rama 

Rao, who appeared before the Spe-
cial Investigation Team (SIT) in the 
phone tapping case on Friday, Janu-
ary 23, has been instructed not to con-
tact witnesses.

The notice to KTR was issued by 
the Assistant Commissioner of Police 
P Venkatagiri, who is the investigat-
ing officer.

KTR may be summoned again
After appearing before the SIT on 

Friday, KTR has been informed that 
he may be summoned again if re-
quired.

In a press release, the Commission-
er of Police, Hyderabad, VC Sajjanar 
mentioned, “It has been noticed that 
misleading and baseless information 
is being circulated by certain sections 
of the media and individuals, claim-
ing that phone interception was done 
on security grounds and that no ille-
gality was involved. The Investigating 
Agency is not concerned with such 
false narratives. The investigation is 
being conducted strictly in accor-
dance with law, fairly and profession-
ally.”

He also instructed the public not 
to propagate or circulate unverified 
or misleading information and to 
rely only on facts placed on record 
through lawful and official channels.

The Democratic News
Dhar, Jan, 23

Peace prevailed at the 
disputed 11th-centu-

ry Bhojshala-Kamal Maula 
Mosque complex in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Dhar district on 
Friday, January 23, as Hin-
dus performed puja to mark 
Basant Panchami festival 
while Muslims offered prayer 
(namaz) within the same 
premises but at a different 
location.

The puja began in the early 
hours under heavy security 
and will continue till sunset.

As per the Supreme 
Court’s directions, Muslims 
offered prayers at a place 

allocated to them between 1 
and 3 pm, the district admin-
istration said in a release.

No untoward incident or 
breach of peace was reported, 
with around 8,000 police and 
paramilitary forces deployed 
in the city. As Basant Pancha-
mi fell on Friday this year, 
the Supreme Court on Thurs-

day, January 22, issued a 
time-sharing formula to pre-
vent potential friction, ruling 
that the Hindu community 
will be permitted to perform 
prayers from sunrise to sun-
set, and the Muslim side will 
be allowed to offer namaz be-
tween 1 pm and 3 pm.

‘Kill 100 of them in retaliation’: 
Right-wing event targets minorities

Riddhima Sharma insinuated that since the Muslim community “already has a large 
population,” there should be no problem in decreasing the number.

The Democratic News
Raebareli, Jan, 23

A right-wing event in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Raebareli 

came under fire after Hindut-
va leaders Khushboo Pandey 
and Riddhima Sharma al-
legedly targeted Muslims and 
Christians in a hate speech on 
Wednesday, January 21.

Addressing the Virat Hindu 
Conference, Sharma, a social 
media influencer and content 
creator who focuses on Hin-
dutva, Sanatan Dharma and 
political commentary, spoke 
on the lynching of Bangla-
deshi Hindu Dipu Chandra 

Das, saying, “If they kill two 
of yours, you kill 100 people 
in retaliation for peace.”

On the conspiracy theo-
ry of “love jihad,” she said, 
“Woh aapke ek Hindu ladki 
ko bhagate hai, toh aap unke 
100 ladki ko bhagao (If they 

are making one Hindu girl run 
away, then you should make 
100 of their girls run away).”

She insinuated that since 
the Muslim community “al-
ready has a large population,” 
there should be no problem in 
decreasing the number.

Jungle raj has arrived: 
Owaisi on Odisha pastor 

mob attack

MP: Peace prevails at Bhojshala 
as Hindus perform puja, Muslims offer namaz

No untoward incident or breach of peace was reported, with around 8,000 police 
and paramilitary forces deployed in the city.

Iran prosecutor general rejects Trump’s claim 
on executions as ‘completely false’

The Democratic News
Tehran, Jan, 23 

Iran’s Prosecutor General 
Mohammad Movahe-

di Azad dismissed President 
Donald Trump’s claim that he 
stopped alleged executions in 
Iran, calling the assertion false 
and stressing the judiciary’s 
independence from foreign 
pressure.

Movahedi Azad said on 
Friday that the US president 

had made the claim after wit-
nessing the swift and decisive 
reaction of the Iranian people 
at nationwide rallies on Janu-
ary 12.

Trump claimed last Friday 
that he had prevented the al-
leged execution of over 800 
people in Iran.

“This is a completely false 
claim; neither such a number 
exists, nor has the Judiciary 
taken such a decision,” Moha-
hedi Azad said.

“The Judiciary is a fully in-
dependent institution that does 
not bow to external pressure,” 
he said, adding that Iran oper-
ates under a clear separation 
of powers and “does not take 
orders from foreign actors.”

Movahedi Azad also strong-
ly slammed Trump’s recent 
threats against the Leader of 
the Islamic Revolution, Aya-
tollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

He said such language 
amounted to a “declaration of 
full-scale war,” warning that 
any act of aggression would 
put US interests around the 
world at risk from support-
ers of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. He added that bases 
and interests linked to the US 
“arrogant regime” and the 
“child-killing Zionist regime” 
across the world, particularly 
in the region, could be con-
sidered “legitimate targets” in 
such a scenario.

The Democratic News
Hyderabad, Jan, 23

A day after the Odis-
ha pastor attack drew 

widespread attention, All India 
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) leader Asaduddin 
Owaisi said the mob attack “is 
one of several incidents” since 
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
formed the government in Odi-
sha.

“Ever since the BJP has 
formed the government in Odi-
sha, the state’s tribals, Muslims 
and Christians have been target-
ed continuously. Multiple Ben-
gali Muslim street vendors have 
been beaten up and threatened,” 
the AIMIM leader said in a post 
on X.

He claimed that “jungle raj” 
has taken over the BJP-ruled 
states, taking Uttar Pradesh as 
an example and citing the mur-
der of an interfaith couple in 
Moradabad, the withdrawal of 
the accused’s charges in Akh-

laq’s lynching and the transfer 
of the judge who ordered a first 
information report (FIR) against 
police personnel in the Sambhal 
violence.

“In short ‘jungle raj’ has ar-
rived. If you want to know what 
happens next, look at the news 
from BJP-ruled states, including 
Uttar Pradesh: a Hindu-Mus-
lim couple was murdered in 
Moradabad, the govt wanted to 
withdraw the case against Akh-
laq’s murderers & a judge who 
ordered an FIR against police 
officers connected to the Sam-
bal violence was transferred,” 
he said.


