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Only ‘Didi’ can counter onslaught of BJP in 
India: Akhilesh after meeting Mamata

Final preparations for Budget 
2026 begin with Halwa ceremony

Millions ready toMillions ready to sacrifice lives for 
Iran’s Leader Bahrain’s top cleric says

Bahrain’s most senior cler-
ic has warned that millions are 
prepared to sacrifice their lives 
for the Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei, amid escalating 
US rhetoric against Iran and its 
spiritual and political authority.

Sheikh Issa Qassem stated on 
Tuesday that Ayatollah Khame-

nei is a unique leader in the 
world, distinguished from others 
by his profound seminary back-
ground, spiritual stature, and po-
litical leadership.“

A leader for whom millions 
of great men and women in Iran 
sacrifice their lives and consider 
his command as the command of 
religion,” Sheikh Qassem said.

He also emphasized that Mus-
lims around the world support 
Ayatollah Khamenei and his ef-
forts to promote stability

, peace, and brotherhood 
among all people.The statement 
came more than a week after 
US President Donald Trump 
insulted Ayatollah Khamenei 
in a series of remarks during 

an interview with Politico.This 
followed Ayatollah Khamenei’s 
January 17 speech in which he 
stated that Iran holds Trump 
responsible for aiding and abet-
ting terrorists who orchestrated 
large-scale riots in the country 
in early January.

Ayatollah Khamenei said 
Trump had falsely portrayed ter-
rorist groups as representatives 
of the Iranian people, calling it 
“an appalling slander.”In his 

Tuesday statement, Sheikh 
Qassem noted that the mil-
lions of Iranians who took to 
the streets across the country 
on January 13 to condemn the 
riots demonstrated clear public 
support for Ayatollah Khamenei 
against foreign-backed sabotage 
operations.

He added that no one in Iran 
would believe Trump’s claims 
of supporting reform in the 
country, given his endorsement 
and involvement in a 12-day 
war of aggression by the Israeli 
regime in June.

Govt that does not uphold Sanatan 
Dharma will never come to power: Shah

He said a temple of Lord Ram, which was destroyed more than 550 years ago, has been built under the leadership of PM Modi, 
fulfilling the desire of people who waited for centuries.
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Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah on Tues-
day, January 27, said 
that with the blessings 
of saints, a government 
that fails to uphold the 
values of Sanatan Dhar-
ma would never return 
to power in the country. 
Addressing a gathering 
of the Swaminarayan 
sect in Gandhinagar, 
Shah said that follow-
ers of various Sanatan 
traditions waited for a 
long time after Indepen-
dence, hoping for a gov-
ernment that would give 
due importance to Sana-
tan Dharma and govern 
as per its principles.

“I am confident that, 
with the blessings of 
saints, a government that 
disappoints followers of 
the Sanatan Dharma will 
never come to power 
again in this country,” he 
said.The event marked 
200 years of “Shiksha-
patri”, a sacred code of 
conduct containing 212 
Sanskrit verses writ-
ten by Bhagwan Swa-
minarayan in 1826. It 
serves as a foundational 
guide for Swaminarayan 
Sampraday’s followers, 
outlining moral, social, 
and spiritual principles, 
including non-violence, 
purity, diet, and daily 
duties.Shah said the son 
of Gujarat, Narendra 
Modi, has been leading 

the country for the past 
11 years.He said a tem-
ple of Lord Ram, which 
was destroyed more than 
550 years ago, has been 
built under the leader-
ship of PM Modi, fulfill-

ing the desire of people 
who waited for centuries 
for this moment. 

He said various de-
cisions and initiatives 
taken by the Modi gov-
ernment over the past 

11 years reflected a 
commitment to India’s 
cultural and spiritual 
heritage.“Article 370 
was removed, Triple ta-
laq was abolished, and 
a Common Civil Code 
has been initiated for all 
religions,” Shah said. 
He said efforts had been 
made to revive ancient 
traditions and promote 
holistic well-being. He 
hailed the contributions 
made by Lord Swamina-
rayan to Gujarat and In-
dian society, describing 
him as a guiding force 
during the British era.

Gamosa controversy: BJP wants to destroy 
Rahul’s image, claims Kharge

The Congress President said Gandhi and he were wearing the ‘Gamosa’ and took it off while eating 
and kept it on the table.

 Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge on 
Tuesday, January 27, 
slammed the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) over 
the ‘Gamosa’ controversy 
involving Rahul Gandhi 
and said the ruling party 
wants to “destroy Gand-
hi’s image through false 
propaganda” but will 
never succeed. Kharge 
also claimed that the 
Modi government insult-
ed Gandhi, the Leader of 
Opposition in Lok Sabha, 
and him by seating them 
in the third row alongside 
ministers of state during 

the Republic Day parade.
A political row erupted 

over Gandhi allegedly 
not wearing an Assamese 
‘Gamosa’ given to all 
the guests at the recep-
tion hosted by President 
Droupadi Murmu on Re-

public Day, with the BJP 
alleging that the Con-
gress leader insulted the 
country’s Northeast. 

The BJP also accused 
Gandhi of showing dis-
regard for President 
Murmu by not wearing 

the ‘Gamosa’ while the 
Congress countered by 
pointing out that Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
had also not worn the 
“patka (scarf)”.Gandhi is 
the only leader who met 
all the Northeast artists, 
shook hands with them 
and also hugged an artist 
from Arunachal; photo-
graphs for this are avail-
able,” he said.“These 
people want to destroy 
Rahul Gandhi‘s image 
through false propagan-
da, but they will never 
succeed. I am an eyewit-
ness,” Kharge asserted.

Kolkata: Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav on Tuesday, January 
27, met West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee and lauded 
the TMC supremo for her “courage in countering BJP’s onslaughts”.

PM Modi,
EU Leaders Hail 
Landmark India-EU 
FTA”

New Delhi: Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, along with 
European Council President 
Antonio Costa and European 
Commission President Ursu-
la von der Leyen, on Tuesday 
hailed the successful conclusion 
of negotiations of the landmark 
India–EU Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA).

“This historic deal is a mile-
stone in the India–EU Strategic 
Partnership that will signifi-
cantly enhance bilateral trade 
and investment ties, drive 
shared prosperity, strengthen 
resilient and diversified supply 
chains, and support sustainable 
and inclusive growth,” a joint 
statement issued after the 16th 
India–EU Summit co-chaired 
by the three leaders said. The 
leaders emphasised the central 
role of the World Trade Organi-
sation (WTO) in the multilateral 
trading system and global trade 
governance and underlined that 
meaningful, necessary, and com-
prehensive reform of the WTO 
is essential to improve its func-
tions so that it is better suited 
to advance all members’ objec-
tives.In the context of global un-
certainty and disruptions, closer 
economic ties between India and 
the EU are more important than 
ever to drive growth, job cre-
ation, green transition, industrial 
development, and more resilient, 
sustainable and trustworthy sup-
ply chains, the statement said.

Telangana: BRS approaches Governor 
alleging corruption in Singareni

Hyderabad: A delegation of 
the BRS, led by its working 
president K T Rama Rao, on 
Tuesday, January 27, met Gov-
ernor Jishnu Dev Varma and 
submitted a representation high-

lighting what the party termed 
“serious instances of corruption 
and financial irregularities” un-
der the Congress government, 
particularly in SCCL.Address-
ing the media after the meeting, 

KTR said the party had formally 
brought to the governor’s notice 
the alleged “large-scale plunder” 
in Singareni Collieries Company 
Limited and the “government’s 
failure to provide credible expla-
nations” despite repeated disclo-
sures made by BRS leaders.

He said that after BRS ex-
posed the issue with supporting 
documents, the ruling Congress 
party appeared unsettled and, 
instead of responding to the sub-
stance of the allegations, was at-
tempting to “divert public atten-
tion by summoning individuals 
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Hyderabad: Hyderabad Di-
saster Response and Asset Pro-
tection Agency (HYDRAA) 
Commissioner AV Ranganath 
visited the 120-acre Rayasa-
mudram (Ramachandrapuram) 
tank in the Ramachandrapuram 
area of Sangareddy district and 
assured that it would be turned 
into a tourist destination. On 
a field visit to the water body 
on Tuesday, January 27, after 
receiving complaints about al-
leged encroachments, Ranga-
nath examined the tank’s inlets 
and outlets and told reporters 
that it requires a Sewage Treat-

ment Plant (STP) to prevent 
sewage from entering it.Ran-
ganath also assured locals that 
neither of their homes would 
be demolished. “HYDRAA 
will not interfere with already 
constructed houses.

Rayasamudram tank to be developed 
as tourist destination: HYDRAA

Commissioner AV Ranganath also assured locals that neither of their 
homes would be demolished. “HYDRAA will not interfere with already 

constructed houses,” he said.

New Delhi: The traditional 
Halwa ceremony, which 
marks the final stage of prepa-
rations for the Union Budget 
2026-27, was held on Tuesday 
at the Budget Press in North 
Block. The ceremony took 
place in the presence of Union 
Finance and Corporate Affairs 
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
and Union Minister of State 
for Finance Pankaj Chaud-
hary.The Halwa ceremony is 
an important ritual that signals 
the beginning of the ‘lock-in’ 

period for officials involved 
in preparing the Budget.Once 
the ceremony is completed, 
these officials remain cut off 
from outside contact to ensure 
complete confidentiality 
until the Budget is presented. 
During the ceremony, the 
Finance Minister was joined 
by secretaries of various de-
partments under the Ministry 
of Finance and other senior 
officials associated with the 
Budget-making process.


