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IRAN WARNS EU WILL ‘REGRET SERVITUDE
TO US’ OVER IRGC TERROR LISTING

Iranian officials have warned that the EU’s designation of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) will have serious consequences, insisting

The Democratic News
Tehran, Jan 30

bdollah Haji Sadeqi, rep-

resentative of the Islamic
Revolution Leader to the IRGC,
said sanctions against the force
would not undermine its duties
but would carry “heavy reper-
cussions” for the EU. He said
the consequences of the deci-
sion would ultimately return
to those who made it.Referring
to the EU’s recent move, Haji
Sadeqi said hostility from Iran’s
adversaries is nothing new. He
added that the European Union
has proved its
“servitude to the United States”
and submission to Western and
American bullying, adding that
such behavior had neverthe-
less surprised some observers.
He said the IRGC is an official
institution of the Islamic Re-
public and that the EU’s action
amounts to “an insult to the Ira-
nian state that would not remain

the decision will not hinder the force’s mission but will rebound against Europe.

without repercussions.

”The cleric called the European
Union “[US President Donald]
Trump’s servant” and said the
bloc had lost its identity and
independence.“The dignity and
reputation of these servants are
being exposed one after an-

other, and their true nature is
being revealed,” he said. Ira-
nian Parliament Speaker Mo-
hammad-Bager Qalibaf also
slammed the designation.

Qalibaf wrote in a post on the
social media platform X that
the IRGC is “one of the stron-

gest and most effective anti-ter-
rorism forces in the world.”

He added that only those who
“stand on the side of terrorists”
could deny the IRGC’s record
in fighting the Daesh terrorist
group. “Supporting terrorism
will bring nothing but regret for

European countries,” Qalibaf
wrote.

Meanwhile, Admiral Ali Sham-
khani, a senior advisor to the
Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion, noted that countermea-
sures to the EU’s decision will
be “immediate.”

“The West doesn’t ‘define’ ter-
rorism, it ‘uses’

it: aiding the killing in Gaza,
installing terrorists, and engi-
neering insecurity are ‘policy,’
while IRGC’s fight against
Daesh is ‘terrorism,” showing
how #US and #Europe have
warped the concept,” Sham-
khani wrote in a post on X on
Friday.

The European Union added
the IRGC to its terrorist list in
response to Iran’s measures
against rioters who violently
wreaked havoc across the coun-
try on the invitation of a monar-
chist and the public incitement
of US and Israeli leaders in late
December.

IAISIIANI(AII, PAlESTINIAN COUNTERPART
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External Affairs Minister (EAM)
S Jaishankar on Friday, January 30,
met Palestine’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates Varsen Agh-
abekian here and discussed develop-
ment cooperation, the Gaza Peace
plan, and regional developments.
“Glad to meet Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates of the State
of Palestine,

Varsen Aghabekian. Exchanged
views on the Gaza Peace Plan and
regional developments. Reviewed
our development cooperation and
agreed on initiatives to take it for-

ward”, EAM Jaishankar wrote in a
post on X after the meeting.

Aghabekian arrived in New Delhi
on Thursday, January 29, to attend
the second India-Arab Foreign Min-
isters Meeting.

Upon her arrival, Aghabekian, in
apost on X, wrote: “Arrived in India
to participate in the 2nd India—Arab
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.

This visit reaffirms the strong
partnership between Palestine and
India, and our shared commit-
ment to cooperation with the Arab
world.”India is an Observer to the
League of Arab States, a pan Arab
body with 22 member States,” it
added.

Mosite INTERNET SUSPENDED IN PARTS OF J&K's
KiSHTWAR FOR SECURITY REASONS

As a security precaution, the authorities on Friday suspended mobile Internet services
in parts of Jammu and Kashmir’s Kishtwar district.

As a security precaution,
the authorities on Friday
suspended mobile Internet
services in parts of Jammu
and Kashmir’s Kishtwar
district.

n official said that the union
territory’s Home Depart-
ment has ordered the tem-
porary suspension of mo-
bile data services, including
2G, 3G, 4G and 5@, in se-
lect areas of the district as

Wings India testament of the world’s
confidence in India’s aviation growth

a precautionary security
measure. The suspension
order said that mobile Inter-
net services have been sus-
pended in Singhpora, Chin-
gam and Chatroo areas of
Kishtwar from 12.01 a.m.
to 11.59 p.m. on January 30
to prevent possible misuse
by anti-national elements.
The order was issued by
Principal Secretary, Home
Department,  Chandraker
Bharti, following inputs
from the Inspector Gener-
al of Police, Jammu Zone,
who is the authorised offi-
cer under the Temporary
Suspension of Telecom-
munication Services Rules,
2024.

As per the directive, the
suspension covers a radius
of six kilometres around

story: Union Minister

Hyderabad: Union Minister for Civil Aviation K. Ram Mohan

each of the identified loca-
tions. The authorities noted
that high-speed mobile data
services could potentially
be exploited by miscreants,
leading to a deterioration of
public order and posing a
threat to the security of the
union territory.

The UT Home Department
stated that the decision was
taken in the interest of sov-
ereignty and integrity of
India, security of the UT
of Jammu and Kashmir,
and maintenance of public
order. The suspension or-
der has been formally con-
firmed under the relevant
provisions of the Telecom-
munication Act, 2023 and
the Temporary Suspension
of Telecommunication Ser-
vice Rules, 2024.

MAMNOOR AIRPORT IN WARANGAL TO BE
COMPLETED IN 2.5 YRS: UNION MIN

Land acquisition papers handed over to Centre; airport to feature 2,500-m runway, ATC
tower and Kakatiya-inspired terminal, boosting North Telangana connectivity.
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Union Minister for Civil
Aviation Ram Mohan Naidu
on Thursday, January 29,
said the Mamnoor Airport
in Warangal is targeted for
completion  within  two-
and-a-half years, marking
a major step toward im-
proving air connectivity in
North Telangana. The pro-

posed airport will feature a
2,500-metre runway, a mod-
ern terminal building, an
Air Traffic Control (ATC)
tower, and comprehensive
firefighting and security in-
frastructure.The  terminal
will be designed to reflect
the architectural heritage of
the Kakatiya era, the min-
ister said. Telangana govt
hands over land acquisition
docs to CentreThe Telan-

Naidu said on Friday that Wings India exhibition stands as a
strong testament to the world’s confidence in India’s aviation
growth story.The minister shared his experience at the exhibi-
tion organised as part of Wings India, the civil aviation summit,
which entered its third day at Begumpet Airport here. “A vibrant
and immersive experience at the Wings India exhibition, which
truly showcases the scale, diversity and ambition of India’s

civil aviation ecosystem. Had the opportunity to visit several
exhibition stalls and interact closely with industry leaders,
innovators and start-ups who are shaping the future of aviation,”
the minister posted on ‘X’.Ram Mohan Naidu tried his hand at
the Airbus H125 helicopter simulator and called it an impres-
sive demonstration of advanced aviation technology and pilot
training capabilities.“The depth of innovation on display reflects
India’s steady progress from being a fast-growing aviation
market to becoming a comprehensive and globally competitive
aviation ecosystem,” he said.
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Lyndon Johnson was
sworn in as president after
John Kennedy’s assassi-
nation on the very aircraft
the slain leader’s body, as
per the US laws governing
presidential ~ succession.
Rajiv Gandhi was made
the prime minister, pluck-
ing him out of the air, as it
were, with the Constitution
being set aside. In both
cases urgency was a factor.

In Ajit Pawar’s case,
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there is no such contingen-
cy but the political ramifi-
cations of his death in an
air crash in Maharashtra’s
Baramati on Wednesday,
January 28, has triggered

informed speculation and
also by the man on the
street. This started even be-
fore his body’s post-mor-

tem commenced. There
are several strands worth

gana government formally
handed over land acqui-
sition documents for the
project to the Union Minis-
ter at Begumpet Airport in
Hyderabad. Deputy Chief
Minister Bhatti Vikramar-
ka, ministers Ponguleti Sri-
nivasa Reddy and Konda
Surekha, along with sever-
al public representatives,
were present. Congratulat-
ing the state government,
the Union Minister said the
timely completion of land
acquisition  demonstrated
strong coordination between
the Centre and the State,
and would help fast-track
the project.Minister Kon-
da Surekha reiterated the
state government’s vision
of developing Warangal as
a growth centre and a pro-
spective second capital.

What after Ajit Pawar? Maharashtra
politics in conundrum

Rajiv Gandhi was made the prime minister, plucking him out of the air, as it were, with the Constitution being set
aside. In both cases urgency was a factor.

looking at and each has its
significance.

Before the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) de-
cides at its policy making
body, which would likely
be after the shock of Ajit
Pawar’s death wears off,
the voters have a chance
to decide where the party
stood in the pecking order
in the three-party ruling al-
liance that rules Maharash-
tra — the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), Eknath Shin-
de’s Shiv Sena and Ajit
Pawar’s NCP.
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he Telangana gov-
ernment has urged
the Union government to
declare the Sammakka—
Sarakka Jatara as a Na-
tional Festival, describ-
ing it as a historic tribal
congregation comparable
in scale and significance
to the Kumbh Mela.
ment.
“What holds the Unit-
ed States back is its in-

ot

Jatara National Festival:
Telangana govt to Centre

ability to predict the af-
termath of the strike,” he
stated.

Addressing a press
conference at Medaram
on Thursday, State Rev-
enue, Housing and Infor-
mation & Public Rela-
tions Minister Ponguleti
Srinivasa Reddy said the
ongoing Jatara is the sec-
ond to be held after the
formation of the present
government in Telanga-
na.Jatara given highest
priority: Ponguleti

He said that under the
leadership of chief min-
ister A Revanth Reddy,
the state had accorded
the “highest priority to
the historic tribal festival
and undertaken several
permanent development
works to improve facili-
ties for devotees.” =
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