
Why is PM Modi silent? 
He should apologise to stduents: 

Rahul on paper leak 

The Democratic News 
New Delhi , May, 17

Congress leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Sunday, 

May 17, slammed Education 
Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han for “failing” students 
across age groups amid the 
NEET-UG paper leak row 
and CBSE evaluation con-
cerns, and sought an apology 
from Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi for “destroying” the 
future of lakhs of children.

The leader of the op-
position in the Lok Sabha 
also attacked Pradhan over 
the rollout of the CBSE’s 
three-language policy in 
schools.

Questioning the “silence” 
of Prime Minister Modi on 
these issues, Gandhi asked 
him why he was not sacking 
Pradhan despite repeated pa-
per leaks during his tenure.

“First, the NEET paper 
leak affecting 22 lakh stu-
dents. Then, CBSE Class 12 
students received unexpect-
edly low marks from a broken 
OSM system – many losing 
their college eligibility.

Sada e Hussaini 
Tehran, May, 17

Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian says 

the United States and Israe-
li regime are attempting to 
pursue divisive projects and 
cause distrust to pit Muslim 
countries against one anoth-
er.

In a meeting with Pa-
kistan's Interior Minister 
Mohsin Naqvi in Tehran on 
Sunday, Pezeshkian said 
Iran’s principled policy is 
based on the expansion of 
friendly ties with neighbor-
ing countries, particular-
ly the Persian Gulf littoral 
states. “The Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran seeks cordial, sta-

ble, and sustainable relations 
based on good neighborli-
ness with the Muslim coun-
tries of the region, but the 
United States and the Zionist 
regime (Israel) have always 
attempted, through divisive 
projects and the creation of 
distrust, to pit Muslim coun-
tries against one another,” he 
added.

He expressed apprecia-
tion for Pakistan’s role in 
mediating a ceasefire agree-
ment between Tehran and 
Washington 40 days after the 
US-Israeli war of aggression 
against Iran. He hoped that 
these diplomatic and politi-
cal efforts would strengthen 
peace, stability, and enduring 
security in the region.

Hope and Aspiration Give 
Life to Humanity 

Hope, aspiration, and 
positive thinking 

are among the greatest 
strengths of human life. A 
person survives difficult 
times because of hope, 
and dreams give meaning 
and energy to life. Without 
hope, a human being falls 
into despair and, in many 
ways, loses the spirit of 
living even before death 
arrives.

Life is full of trials, 
hardships, and uncertain-
ties, but those who con-
tinue to believe in a better 

tomorrow are the ones 
who ultimately succeed. 
Optimism creates courage, 
determination, and the will 
to move forward despite 
challenges.

A recent example was 
shared by C. V. Anand IPS  
himself. He mentioned that 
his mother had become se-
riously ill and the chances 
of recovery were very lim-
ited. However, she had one 
heartfelt wish — to see her 
son become the Director 
General of Police of Tel-
angana. She continued 
praying and holding on to 
that hope with unwavering 
faith. Today, C. V. Anand 
ips has become the DGP 
of Telangana, proving how 
powerful hope, prayers, 
and determination can be.

This incident teaches 
us an important lesson: a 
person should never lose 

hope. No matter how diffi-
cult the circumstances may 
be, faith and optimism can 
turn the impossible into 
reality. Despair weakens a 

person from within, while 
hope gives strength, pur-
pose, and the courage to 
continue striving.

In today’s world, where 

many people are surround-
ed by stress and disap-
pointment, it is essential to 
spread positivity and en-
courage one another. Hope 

is not merely an emotion; 
it is the light that guides 
humanity through dark-
ness toward success and 
fulfillment.

Sada e Hussaini
Hyderabad, May, 17

The Telangana Gov-
ernment has released 

₹221.24 crore for Gurukuls 
and government residential 
hostel schools and intro-
duced a monthly payment 
system for building rent, 
diet charges and cosmet-
ics expenses. The decision 
aims to permanently resolve 
financial difficulties faced 
by residential educational 
institutions functioning un-
der SC, ST, BC, Minority 
Welfare and Education De-
partments.

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter and Finance Minister 
Bhatti Vikramarka said the 
government is committed 

to providing quality educa-
tion and better residential 
facilities for socially back-
ward and weaker section 
students.

The Telangana Govern-
ment announced that food 
expenses (diet charges), 
cosmetics costs and build-
ing rents for residential 
educational institutions 
will now be released every 
month without delay.

The decision applies to 
institutions functioning un-
der:

SC Welfare Department
ST Welfare Department
BC Welfare Department
Minority Welfare Depart-

ment
Education Department
The government stated 

that the move was intro-
duced to ensure better facil-
ities and quality educational 
environment for students 
from socially and econom-
ically weaker sections.

According to officials, 
delays of 8 to 9 months in 
releasing funds earlier had 
created severe management 
difficulties in residential 
schools and hostels.

Telangana Releases 221.24 Cr 
for Gurukuls, Hostels

Telangana Government released ₹221.24 crore for Gurukul and hostel schools and 
introduced monthly payments for diet charges, cosmetics and building rents.

Rohingya, Ban-
gladeshi names 
should be re-
moved during 
SIR: Kishan 
Reddy
Hyderabad: Union Minister 
for Coal and Mines G 
Kishan Reddy on Sunday 
said that the names of any 
Rohingyas or Bangladeshis 
should be removed from 
the voters’ list during the 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) process.Addressing 
a press conference, Reddy 
said that, except for Indian 
citizens, the names of 
other nationals should be 
removed from the electoral 
rolls.He assured that BJP 
booth-level agents would 
extend full support to Elec-
tion Commission officials 
involved in the SIR process 
to ensure that any non-Indi-
an whose name appears in 
the voters’ list is removed.

Seventeen Years of 
Journalistic Struggle
The Journey of “Sada-e-Hussain” 

For the past seventeen years, the Urdu daily and En-
glish weekly “Sada-e-Hussain” has consistently tried to 
stay ahead of its time and awaken social and national con-
sciousness within the community. This journey was never 
easy; rather, it became a continuous struggle marked by 
hardships, criticism, neglect, and financial pressure. Yet 
despite all these challenges, this caravan never stopped, 
because behind it stood not merely a newspaper, but an 
ideology, a sense of responsibility, and a commitment to 
representing the voice of the people.

We always believed that the voice of a nation can-
not only be raised by wealthy or powerful classes. A 
free-thinking and independent pen can also guide society 
and defend truth. Unfortunately, despite sincerity, dedica-
tion, and hard work, the support required for such a social 
and journalistic mission was rarely received. The capitalist 
class often remained interested in publicity and personal 
gain, while intellectuals and influential people also failed 
to give this mission the importance it truly deserved.

At times, society made it appear as though only doc-
tors, professors, or religious speakers could serve the 
community, while the role of journalism, writing, and in-
dependent media was treated as less significant. In reality, 
journalism is one of the strongest pillars for intellectual 
development, public awareness, and the preservation of 
history and identity. Sadly, many people continued to 
search for faults in the newspaper, but very few stepped 
forward to strengthen or support the institution itself.

Religious circles often remained confined to speeches 
and sermons, while journalism, research, writing, and in-
tellectual development were not given equal importance. 
Some individuals only desired publicity and photographs, 
yet meaningful support for the institution and the cause 
remained absent. Despite all these circumstances, the 
caravan of “Sada-e-Hussain” neither stopped nor bowed 
down.

However, the common people always showered us with 
love, trust, and respect. They expressed confidence in our 
voice, believed in our message, and encouraged us at ev-
ery stage. For this affection and support, we remain deeply 
grateful. It was this public trust and love that became the 
true strength behind our struggle and kept this mission 
alive.

On the other hand, some individuals — including cer-
tain self-proclaimed religious figures — became jealous 
of our growing popularity and public acceptance, and 
turned towards hostility and opposition. Attempts were 
made to involve us in false cases, to assassinate our char-
acter, and to disgrace us publicly. Yet time itself proved 
that truth cannot be silenced. Those who chose the path 
of falsehood, injustice, and defamation eventually faced 
humiliation and disgrace themselves.

It is also an unfortunate reality that several NGOs and 
organizations collected crores of rupees in the name of 
welfare and education, yet failed to present transparent 
audit reports and financial details before the communi-
ty. Public donations and trust demand accountability and 
transparency, because institutions that collect funds in the 
name of the people are also responsible to answer before 
the people.

Despite all these challenges, “Sada-e-Hussain” contin-
ued its journey with dignity, self-respect, and intellectu-
al independence. We never practiced journalism to serve 
the interests of the powerful. Instead, we tried to become 
the voice of the oppressed, the deprived, and the ordinary 
people. This has been our mission, our identity, and God 
willing, it will remain our path in the future as well.

This continued journey is the result of the blessings as-
sociated with this name, devotion to the values of Ahlul 
Bayt (A.S.), and a firm commitment to the path of truth 
and freedom. No matter how difficult the circumstances 
become, “Sada-e-Hussain” will continue to fulfill its re-
sponsibility. Whether through the Urdu daily or the En-
glish weekly, this institution will continue to represent the 
community, raise the voice of the oppressed, and carry 
forward the message of truth and justice.

God willing, this light will continue to shine in the years 
ahead, because “Sada-e-Hussain” is not merely a newspa-
per — it is an ideology, a movement, and a sacred trust.

Syed jaffer Hussain

Syed Jaffer Hussain

Asaduddin Owaisi urges Telangana govt to postpone 
OU exams falling on Eid day

Hyderabad: All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) chief and Hyderabad MP Asaduddin Owaisi 
has appealed to the Telangana government to defer several Osmania University (OU) degree examinations 
scheduled for Thursday, May 28, as they coincide with Eid al-Adha. In a post on X on Sunday, May 17, 
Owaisi urged Telangana Chief Minister Anumula Revanth Reddy and chief secretary Shanti Kumari to an-
nounce alternative dates for the examinations.He said students observing the festival could face difficulties if 
the examinations are conducted on Eid day.The examinations listed in his appeal include BCom fourth semes-
ter Business Statistics, BCom sixth semester Accounting Standards and Corporate Governance, BSc Honours 
fourth semester Computer Science (Big Data), BSc Honours sixth semester Optimization Techniques, BSc Biomedical Science 
fourth semester, BA (CBCS) sixth semester Mathematics and BSW (CBCS) fourth semester Social Work Methodology III.

‘divisive projects’ 

Pezeshkian

Dhul-Hijjah moon not sighted 
in Hyderabad, Eid al-Adha on May 28
Hyderabad: The Sadar Majlis-e-Ulama-e-Deccan on Sunday, 
May 17, announced that the crescent moon marking the begin-
ning of Dhul-Hijjah 1447 AH was not sighted in Hyderabad or 
other parts of Telangana. In an official statement issued by Syed 
Hasan Ibrahim Hussaini Quadri, also known as Sajjad Pasha, the 
organisation said reports received from various locations con-
firmed that no verified moon sighting had taken place on Sunday 
evening.

Hyderabad, May 16(TDN) : During the “Naseem Arifi Urdu 
Journalist Award 2025” function held at the Media Academy, 
Nampally, Hyderabad, leading Urdu media organizations 
including Etemaad, Rahnuma-e-Deccan, Gawah and Sa-
da-e-Hussaini were felicitated for their valuable contributions 
to Urdu journalism.On the occasion, Chairman Media Acad-
emy and Accreditation Committee Srinivas Reddy, former 
Foreign Secretary of India Dr. Ausaf Sayeed, senior journalist 
and former Press Council of India member M. A. Majid, 
TPSC member Amer Ullah Khan, Syed Basharat Ali, Prof. 
Ehtesham Ali Khan and other distinguished personalities 
felicitated Syed Jaffer Hussain with a ceremonial shawl and 
appreciated his contributions in the fields of Urdu journalism 
and social service.
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Superstar Rajinikanth on 
Sunday, May 17, dismissed 
claims that he was “jealous” 
of Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
C Joseph Vijay and clarified 
that his recent meeting with 
DMK president M K Stalin 
was purely a courtesy 

visit, with no political mo-
tive behind it. Speaking to 
reporters at his Poes Garden 
residence, he responded to re-
cent reports and made it

 clear that the meeting with 
the former Tamil Nadu CM 
was not an attempt to hinder 
Vijay’s chief ministerial aspi-
rations or to signal any

 political realignment.“In 

a democracy, victory and de-
feat are natural. Still, I felt a 
bit disheartened when Stalin 
lost here in Kolathur (in the 
recently held Assembly elec-
tions). I met him in a friendly 
way,” he said.

Dismissing allegations of 
envy toward TVK founder 
and CM Vijay, Rajinikanth 
said there is a 25-year age gap 
between them and praised Vi-
jay’s achievements at a young 
age, stating that they even 
surpass those of 

legendary ac-
tors-turned-leaders M G Ra-

machandran and N T Rama 
Rao, who later went on to be-
come CM of Tamil Nadu and 
undivided Andhra Pradesh, 
respectively.“I have seen Vi-

jay since he was young. Why 
would I be jealous if he be-
came CM at such a young age 
of 52?

 He has achieved more than 

MGR and NTR. I have no 
envy at all,” 

he added.Rajinikanth also 
congratulated Vijay, whose 
TVK won 108 seats to form 
the government with support 
from the Congress, 

VCK, Left parties, and 
IUML after the April 23 elec-
tions, defeating the Dravidian 
majors DMK and AIADMK. 
The superstar further said that 
he did not enter politics due 
to health reasons and advised 
his fans to support any politi-
cal party of their choice.
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Rohingya, Bangladeshi names should be 
removed during SIR: Kishan Reddy

He urged all political parties to appoint booth-level agents (BLAs) and cooperate with the Election Commission during the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) process.

The Democratice News
Hyderabad :17 May

Union Minister for Coal and Mines 

G Kishan Reddy on Sunday said that 
the names of any Rohingyas or Ban-
gladeshis should be removed from 
the voters’ list during the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) process. 
Addressing a press conference, 
Reddy said that, except for Indian 
citizens, the names of other nationals 
should be removed from the electoral 
rolls.He assured that BJP booth-level 
agents would extend full support 
to Election Commission officials 
involved in the SIR process to ensure 
that any non-Indian whose name 
appears in the voters’ list is removed.
Attacking the Congress party, he 

asked why Rahul Gandhi and his 
party were “feeling the pinch” when 
illegal Bangladeshi voters were 
removed during the SIR exercise in 
West Bengal.
“Bangladeshis or Rohingyas, whoev-
er is staying illegally in our country, 
if their names are found in the voters’ 
list, they should be removed. Though 
Rahul Gandhi opposes SIR, I have 
faith in booth-level Congress work-
ers. I request them to cooperate with 
the EC during SIR to help remove 
fake votes,” Reddy said.
Alleging that Chief Minister A 
Revanth Reddy did not have trust 

in Booth Level Officers (BLOs), 
the union minister said the CM was 
politicising the SIR process and 
speaking in a “provocative manner”. 
Reacting to criticism by the CM over 
the recent hike in petrol and diesel 
prices, Reddy said the issue was 
not under the control of the Central 
government as it was due to the crisis 
in West Asia.He further said that 
when crude oil prices were lower 
earlier, the Central government had 
reduced excise duty and requested 
state governments to cut VAT, which 
was followed by several states, but 
not Telangana.

AIMIM MLA’s Instagram post on Hyderabad 
communal clash unavailable in India

“When words starts reaching people, they (Government of India) start restricting them,” read his post.
 The Democratice News
Hyderabad :17 May

A video of All India Ma-
jlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM) MLA Majid Hus-
sain is now not available in 
India, the leader said. The 
post was on the late-night at-
tack in Hyderabad’s Mehdi-
patnam area, where self-pro-
claimed cow vigilantes (gau 
rakshaks) attacked a vehicle 
alleging that it was transport-
ing cattle for slaughter.

However, their claim fell 
flat after it was discovered 
that the container was car-
rying cardboard material. 
Frustrated, the gau rakshaks 
pelted stones at the contain-

er, following which locals 
retaliated and chased them 
away.

The attack took place me-
ters away from the office of 
the Deputy Commissioner, 
Golconda Zone.

Police rushed in and tried 
to disperse the angry crowd. 
At least two policemen and 
passerby were sustained in-
juries. Several vehicles were 
damaged in the incident. 
MLA Majid Hussain also 
reached the spot and started 
a sit-in against police unable 
to control the communal in-
cident. “When locals were 
telling the police that it was a 
plywood-carrying truck and 
were asking why there was 

violence over it. All that the 
inspector said is that he will 
do a lathi charge. You could 
have kept the vehicle near 
the Asif Nagar police station. 
What is the use of this use-
less policing that is helping 
communal violence?” Hus-
sain had said.

He posted on his social 
media platforms, including 
Instagram. However, the 
post is not available in India, 
as per Section 79 (3) (b) of 
the Information Technology 
Act, which mandates online 
platforms to remove ille-
gal content when directed 
by either a court order or a 
government notification. 
The AIMIM leader has used 

strong words to express his 
displeasure. “When words 
starts reaching people, they 
(Government of India) start 
restricting them,” read his 
post. ”When words starts 
reaching people, they (Gov-
ernment of India) start re-
stricting them,” read his post.

SC to hear pleas 
for reviewing 

wages of priests, 
temple staff

New Delhi: The Supreme Court 
is scheduled to hear on Monday, 
May 18, a plea to constitute 
a judicial commission or an 
expert committee to review 
the wages and other benefits 
given to priests, ‘sevadars’ and 
temple staff in state-controlled 
temples.A bench of Justices 
Vikram Nath and Sandeep 
Mehta is likely to hear the PIL 
filed by advocate Ashwini Upa-
dhyay.The plea further said the 
continued refusal to meet the 
minimum wages with the 2026 
inflation-adjusted cost of living 
index has forced the petitioner 
to seek judicial intervention to 
prevent the further marginal-
isation of priests and temple 

Dismiss Bandi Sanjay from cabinet for 
fair probe in son’s POCSO case: KTR

He accused Bandi Sanjay of personally threatening and harassing the victim’s family.

Telangana awaiting Centre’s share for 
Indiramma housing scheme: Ponguleti

Minister says Telangana has awaited the Centre’s contribution since March and may bear the cost 
if funds are not released within weeks.

HC Orders 
Removal of 
Encroachments in 
Baghlingampally 
Colony
Hyderabad: The Telanga-
na High Court has directed 
authorities to immediate-
ly remove encroachments 
on roads, parks, pave-
ments and open spaces 
in the Baghlingampally 
Housing Board colony 
in Hyderabad, observing 
that unchecked illegal oc-
cupation and official neg-
ligence had turned a well-
planned residential area 
into a “slum-like locality”.
Justice NV Shravan Ku-
mar issued the directions 
while hearing a petition 
filed by the Saptagiri En-
clave Residents Welfare 
Association and 14 resi-
dents of the HIG-2 section 
of Baghlingampally over 
alleged road encroach-
ments.The court also or-
dered an inquiry against 
officials who allegedly 
ignored repeated repre-
sentations over the years 
and thereby encouraged 
encroachments through 
inaction.After examining 
photographs submitted 
by the petitioners, the 
judge observed that the 
case reflected how official 
inaction despite repeated 
complaints had led to the 
deterioration of a planned 
colony. Court says un-
checked encroachments 
and official inaction 
turned planned colony 
into a slum-like locality; 
orders immediate clear-
ance of roads and parks.

The Democratice News
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Bharat Rashtra Samithi 
(BRS) working president 
and ex-Telangana IT minis-
ter KT Rama Rao (KTR) on 
Sunday, May 17, demanded 
the Centre to dismiss Union 
Minister Bandi Sanjay Ku-
mar from his position over 
his son Bageerath facing 
POCSO charges for alleged-
ly sexually assaulting a girl. 
KTR sought Kumar’s re-
moval stating that it is neces-
sary for an impartial investi-
gation. Bandi Sai Bageerath 
was shifted to Cherlapalli 
Central Prison in Hyderabad 
on Saturday, May 16, after 
being sent to 14-day judicial 

remand by the magistrate. 
He was arrested near the Tel-
angana Police Academy in 
Narsingi. Cyberabad Com-
missioner Ramesh Reddy 
said that the accused was 
apprehended while driving 
a car.

At a party event in LB 

Nagar, KTR KTR asked 
how Bandi Sanjay Kumar’s 
son was allegedly hidden for 
nine days before surrender-
ing to the police. The BRS 
leader stated that an impar-
tial investigation is impossi-
ble while the Union Minister 
continues in office. “He re-

marked that perhaps for the 
first time in India, a situation 
has arisen where a look-
out notice had to be issued 
against the son of a sitting 
Union Minister,” KTR said, 
according to a press release 
from his office. The BRS 
leader and Sircilla MLA also 
alleged that the victim’s par-
ents themselves were sub-
jected to intimidation and 
pressure by the Union Minis-
ter from the BJP. He accused 
Bandi Sanjay of personally 
threatening and harassing 
the victim’s family and also 
further alleged that Telanga-
na Chief Minister Revanth 
Reddy attempted to dilute 
the seriousness of the case.

The Democratice News
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 Telangana Revenue and 
Housing Minister Ponguleti 
Srinivas Reddy on Saturday, 
May 16, said the state gov-
ernment was awaiting the 
Centre’s share of funds for the 
Indiramma housing scheme 
and would bear the financial 
burden if the amount was not 
released within the next few 
weeks. Speaking informally 
with reporters, 

the minister said the state 
had been waiting since March 
for the Centre to release its 
contribution of around Rs 1.13 
lakh per house under the hous-
ing scheme.

He said final bill payments 

to beneficiaries had been tem-
porarily withheld in anticipa-
tion of Central assistance. De-
spite repeated representations 
by chief minister A Revanth 
Reddy and himself, the Centre 
had not sanctioned even a sin-
gle rural house for Telangana 
so far, he alleged.

3.5 L houses sanctioned in 
phase 1: Min

The minister said more 
than 3.5 lakh houses had been 
sanctioned in the first phase 
of the Indiramma housing 
scheme, of which nearly 1.32 
lakh houses had already been 
completed. Another 68,000 to 
72,000 houses were expected 
to reach slab level by the end 
of June.He said the second 
phase of the scheme would be 

launched by the chief minister 
in Adilabad on June 2. The 
government was also consid-
ering relaxations in the second 
phase by extending assistance 
to partially constructed hous-
es, he added. Ponguleti said 
the government planned to 
conduct joint surveys to per-
manently resolve 

inter-departmental land 
disputes and undertake com-
prehensive surveys in 70 
revenue villages in every dis-
trict. Targeting the previous 
BRS government led by K 
Chandrasekhar Rao (KCR), 
Ponguleti alleged that land 
prices were increased twice 
within six months in 2022 in 
an “unscientific manner”.

No ‘jealousy’ against Vijay, meeting with 
Stalin was friendship call, says Rajini

The superstar further said that he did not enter politics due to health reasons and advised his fans to support any political party of their choice.

Hit-and-Run Accident Claims 
One Life in Dabeerpura

A man lost his life in a 
hit-and-run accident that 
occurred under the limits 
of Rein Bazar Police Sta-
tion on Friday evening. 
According to police, the in-
cident took place at around 
7:20 PM when an uniden-
tified person was driving a 
Swaraj tractor with an empty 
trolley bearing registration 
number TG11T1618 in a 
rash and negligent manner 
from Dabeerpura Flyover to-
wards Dabeerpura Darwaza. 
When the vehicle reached 
near Habeeb and Sons Ex-
clusive Clothes Store on Da-
beerpura Main Road, 

the tractor allegedly hit an 
unidentified male pedestrian 
who was crossing the road 
from the New Deccan Optical 
side towards the clothes store. 
After the accident, the driv-

er reportedly fled the scene 
without stopping the vehicle. 
Following information from 
locals, Rein Bazar Police 
rushed to the spot and found 
the injured man lying on the 
roadside. Upon examination, 
he was declared dead at the 
scene.The body was shifted 
to Osmania General Hospi-
tal mortuary for postmortem 
and identification procedures. 
Based on a complaint lodged 
by Abdul Zubair, 31, a res-
ident of Akbar Nagar, Rein 
Bazar Police registered a case 
in Crime No. 88/2026 under 
Section 106(1) of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and 
launched an investigation. 
Police said efforts are under-
way to trace and apprehend 
the absconding tractor driver 
involved in the hit-and-run 
case.

Politics of intimidation, rising 
communalism in India: Jamiat 

Ulama-i-Hind chief
 The Democratice News
Hyderabad :17 May

The Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind 
has expressed serious con-
cern over what it described 
as “rising communalism”, 
the “silence” of constitu-
tional institutions and an 
increasing “politics of intim-
idation” allegedly directed 
at Muslims and Islamic 
symbols in the country, 
calling the current situation 
“extremely alarming”. The 
remarks were made during 
the organisation’s two-day 
Working Committee meet-
ing, following which Jamiat 
chief Arshad Madani shared 
the declaration adopted 
at the gathering through a 
post on X. “For power, a 
dangerous game is being 
played with peace and unity, 

fuelling religious extremism 
and hatred while authorities 
remain silent,” Madani said

Sharing the statement, 
Madani said, “The current 
situation in the country, the 
rising communalism, the 
silence of constitutional 
institutions, the increasing 
measures against Muslims 
and Islamic symbols, and 
politics based on hatred 
are extremely alarming. 
However, Muslims have 
never bowed down and 

will never bow down. They 
may bow out of love, but 
they can never be subdued 
through force, threats, or 
oppression.”According to 
the declaration released after 
the meeting, the organisation 
alleged that politics rooted 
in “hatred” has now evolved 
into a “politics of intimida-
tion”, aimed at creating fear 
among Muslims and forcing 
them to live under imposed 
social and political condi-
tions.“For the sake of power, 
a dangerous game is being 
played with peace and unity, 
resulting in a continuous rise 
in religious extremism and 
hatred, while the guard-
ians of law remain silent 
spectators,” Madani said 
while quoting the declaration 
adopted by the Working 
Committee.

Starc’s four-for, 
Rahul-Porel stand keep 

Delhi alive in playoff race
New Delhi: Mitchell Starc produced 
a game-changing four-wicket haul to 
halt Rajasthan Royals’ charge before 
Delhi Capitals completed a crucial 
five-wicket win to keep their IPL play-
offs hopes alive here on Sunday.
Starc’s superb 4/40 sparked a dra-
matic collapse after Rajasthan had 
stormed to 160 for two in 14 overs, 
with the visitors eventually managing 
only 33 runs while losing six wickets 
to finish at 193 for eight.
Delhi then made the chase look com-
fortable for large parts as KL Rahul 
(56 off 42) and Abishek Porel (51 off 
31) laid the perfect platform with a 
105-run opening stand in just 10.1 
overs.While Porel attacked from the 
outset with seven fours and a six, Ra-
hul paced his innings smartly before 
falling to Dasun Shanaka.
Sahil Parakh chipped in with a quick 9 
before skipper Axar Patel provided the 
finishing flourish with an unbeaten 
34 off 18 balls, striking two fours and 
two sixes.

Gurukul students achieve top 
ranks in TG EAPCET 2026

Hyderabad: Students from Centres of Excellence operating under 
Telangana Social Welfare Residential Educational Institutions Society 
(TGSWREIS) have achieved top ranks in the Telangana Engineering, 
Agriculture and Pharmacy Common Entrance Test (TG EAPCET-2026), 
according to a release on Sunday, May 17.On this occasion, the Minister 
for SC, ST Welfare Adluri Laxman Kumar expressed his happiness and 
said that these results are proof of the exceptional talent that students 
from poor, Dalit, tribal and backward classes possess.He said that the 
government is paying special attention to strengthening the Gurukul 
education system and regularly releasing funds towards quality educa-
tion, modern facilities, special coaching, digital learning, and competitive 
exam training for students.

Untimely rains damage crops, lightning 
strike kills 30 goats in Nagarkurnool

Hyderabad: A shepherd lost 30 goats in one lightning strike on Satur-
day, May 16, when unseasonal rains in Nagarkurnool district destroyed 
crops, leaving farmers in distress.The shepherd, from Enabetla village 
of Kollapur mandal, was given Rs 50,000 by Tourism Minister Jupally 
Krishna Rao, who also represents the constituency.He visited the agricul-
tural market yard and examined the stacks of wet paddy and maize. He 
asked the farmers not to worry and assured them that their crops would 
still be transported to godowns.Cotton, private godowns to be used for 
storing excess maize“This year, the maize yield in Telangana increased 
substantially. To store this excess yield, cotton or private godowns are 
being utilised. Even function halls will be used for storage,” the minister 
said.
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Pat Cummins And Other Top Australia 
Cricketers May Choose SA20 Over 

BBL Due To Pay Gap
Top Australian stars, 

including Test captain Pat 
Cummins, could potentially 
prioritise playing in South 
Africa’s SA20 over the Big 
Bash League (BBL) in 2028 
amid ongoing pay disparity 
concerns. A report suggests 
that leading Australian 
players expect salaries in 
the range of $1 million 
each to remain committed 
to the BBL.According to 
The Age, leading Austra-
lian fast bowlers, including 
Cummins, Mitchell Starc 
and Josh Hazlewood, turned 
down offers to play in The 
Hundred later this year, as it 
would have clashed with a 
Test series against Bangla-
desh. The trio would have 

earned $800,000 each if they 
had accepted the offer for 
the 27-day tournament. The 
report adds that earnings for 
Australian players in global 
T20 leagues are significantly 
higher than what they receive 
for the BBL.Cricket Aus-
tralia is open to scrapping 
the BBL draft system, under 
which overseas players have 
been handed $20 million 
since 2022 – a structure that 
remains a point of conten-
tion.“There’s a premium 
for international players in 
the BBL – they get about 
$100,000 more than the top 
Australian players. Get rid of 
that. The Australians deserve 
to be paid as much as every-
one else,” Former CA chief 

Scottish football club Celt-
ic FC on Saturday, May 16, 
became the first team to win 
a whopping 56 titles in a sin-
gle tournament, as they went 
past the Rangers to lift the 
2025-26 title. They snatched 
the title from Hearts in the 
dying minutes of the season, 
scoring two late goals to earn 
a 3-1 victory and a 14th title 
in 15 years.

Needing a victory over the 
Hearts to usurp the Jambos 
at the top of the table, Celtic 
came from behind to deny 
them a first title in 66 years. 
Hearts were just minutes 
away from breaking the 
dominance that Rangers 
and Celtic have held over 
Scottish football for the past 
41 years.

Notably, Hearts remained 
on top of the Scottish Pre-

miership since the start of 
October, for a whopping 226 
days, while Celtic was the 
top team for just one day.

Derek McInnes’ team went 
ahead in the 43rd minute 
when Lawrence Shankland 
headed home from a corner. 
Celtic rallied to level before 
the break courtesy of an Arne 
Engels penalty in stoppage 
time.Hearts resisted during a 

tense second half until three 
minutes from time, when 
Daizen Maeda bundled in.

The goal was disallowed 
for offside, but a VAR review 
overturned the decision. 
With Alexander Schwolow 
pushing forward in search of 
an equaliser, Callum Osmand 
then walked the ball into the 
empty net with the final kick 
of the match.

Celtic fans spilt onto the 
field in celebration, but it 
was devastation for Hearts, 
who have once again fallen 
at the final hurdle. A 2-0 loss 
on the final day to Kilmar-
nock in 1965 saw Hearts lose 
the league on goal average.

And 21 years later, Hearts 
were seven minutes away 
before Albert Kidd struck 
twice for Dundee and permit-
ted Celtic to snatch the title 
on goal difference.

Not since Rangers got the 
better of Aberdeen 35 years 
ago had the top two faced off 
for the title on the final day 
of a Scottish season. Celtic 
FC clinch a record 56th 
title, snatching the 2025-26 
crown from Hearts with late 
drama and extending Old 
Firm dominance in Scottish 
football.

Celtic Create History, Become First 
Football Club In The World To...

Celtic FC clinch a record 56th title, snatching the 2025-26 crown from Hearts with late drama and extending Old Firm 
dominance in Scottish football.

India’s Satwik-Chirag Settle For Silver 
At Thailand Open Final

So close, yet so far for India’s star men’s doubles pair of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty.
The former world No. 1 duo had to settle for Silver after falling to Indonesia’s Leo Rolly Carnando and Daniel 
Marthin in the men’s doubles final of the BWF Thailand Open Super 500 on Sunday.Satwik-Chirag, champions in 
Bangkok in 2019 and 2024, went down in two straight games of 21-12, 24-23 as the Indonesian pair produced 
a composed display to clinch the title and register their first-ever win over the Indians. How It Unfolded  The 
opening game was largely one-way traffic.  Carnando and Marthin controlled the tempo from the outset, forcing 
errors out of the Indian duo, who struggled to string together momentum. Satwik-Chirag looked unusually 
rushed, conceding far too many easy points as the Indonesians cruised through the first game 21-12.
The second game, however, finally brought the fight everyone expected. The Indian pair came out sharper and 
more aggressive, opening up a slender three-point lead before the mid-game interval. But just as they appeared 
ready to force a decider, the Indonesians clawed their way back, levelling things at 12-12 and setting up a tense 
finish. From there, the momentum swung wildly.  Satwik and Chirag pushed the contest deep into a gripping 
endgame, eventually dragging the Indonesians into a dramatic tiebreak — which went all the way to 23-23 — 
where the Indians denied their rivals one championship point after another to keep themselves in the fight.

Praggnanandhaa Plays Down Sindarov Hype 
Ahead Of Gukesh Showdown: ‘It’s 50-50’

BCCI may strip Rishabh Pant of Test vice captaincy before Afghanistan Test, doubts his leadership and ODI spot 
after poor IPL form.

Fresh off one of the most 
dominant Candidates Tour-
nament campaigns in modern 
chess history, Javokhir 
Sindarov officially arrived as 
the newest superstar of the 
sport — ready to challenge D 
Gukesh for the crown.
But despite all the hype, In-
dian GM R Praggnanandhaa 
believes the clash won’t be 
as one-sided as everyone is 
predicting it to be. Sindarov’s 
Historic Statement
Sindarov stamped his au-
thority on the chess world by 
winning the 2026 Candidates 
Tournament in Cyprus with 
a composed final-round draw 
against Wei Yi.
His final score of 10/14 was 
the highest ever recorded in 
the modern eight-player dou-
ble round-robin Candidates 
format introduced in 2013.

And now, the 20-year-old 
Uzbek prodigy is heading 
straight toward a blockbuster 
World Championship show-
down with Gukesh later this 
year.Indians Hit Back
Former world champions 
Garry Kasparov and Magnus 
Carlsen have both openly 
suggested the Uzbek could 
even start as the favourite 
against Gukesh in the world 
title match. But just as the 
narrative around Sindarov’s 
invincibility began growing 
louder, he hit a little bump on 
the road.
First, Gukesh himself 
delivered a huge statement 
win against the Uzbek at the 
Grand Chess Tour: Super 
Rapid and Blitz Poland 2026, 
reminding everyone that he’s 
still the defending world 
champion.

Then, Pragg produced a 
superb performance against 
Sindarov in Round 2 of the 
Super Chess Classics in 
Bucharest last night, handing 
the Uzbek another defeat and 
snapping the aura surround-
ing his unstoppable run in 
Classical Chess.
Pragg Shushes The Hype
Despite the growing chatter 
around Sindarov being the 
favourite, Praggnanandhaa 
kept things grounded.
“The world championship 
is six months away. No one 
knows what form they will 
go in,” Pragg told ChessBase 
India.“I think it’s just 50-50. 
I don’t think anyone is a 
favourite. It’s just about who 
plays the best at the World 
Championship that will take 
it.” The upcoming clash be-
tween Gukesh and Sindarov 

is already shaping up as one 
of the most fascinating World 
Championship matches in 
decades.Both players are just 
20 years old, which means 
chess is about to witness the 
youngest World Champion-
ship match in history

Historic Humbling: Arne Slot 
Breaks Unwanted Liverpool Record 

As Aston Villa Seal UCL Spot
revival At the heart of Villa’s huge night was Ollie Watkins, who struck twice in a ruthless 
second-half display as Unai Emery’s side overwhelmed Liverpool at Villa Park. His brace 

means Watkins has now scored eight Premier League goals against Liverpool — more 
than he has managed against any other opponent in the competition.  For Liverpool, 

however, the pressure keeps mounting. Liverpool’s Historic New LowThings have gone 
from bad to historically awful for Liverpool FC under Arne Slot. After Friday’s chaotic de-
feat, Slot officially broke the unwanted record for the most defeats suffered by any Liver-
pool manager in a single season in the club’s history.The loss to Villa marked Liverpool’s 

20th defeat across all competitions this campaign, moving Slot past Rafael Benitez’s 
previous record of 19.And the worrying numbers don’t stop there — Liverpool have now 
conceded 52 goals in the Premier League this season, the most the club has ever shipped 

in a 38-game Premier League campaign. Slot’s side remain fifth, but Bournemouth can 
move within one point if they beat Manchester City. Liverpool could still mathematically 

Robert Lewandowski To Leave 
Barcelona After End Of Season: 

‘Mission Is Complete’
Barcelona and Robert Lewandowski confirmed on Saturday (May 18) that the striker will 

leave the club at the end of the 2025-26 season.The veteran Polish centre-forward, 37, 
netted 119 goals in 191 appearances for Barcelona across all competitions after joining 
from Bayern Munich in 2022. During his time at the club, Lewandowski helped Barcelo-
na win three La Liga titles, including this season’s crown, as well as the Copa del Rey in 

2025.“After four years full of challenges and hard work, it’s time to move on. I leave with 
the feeling that the mission is complete. 4 seasons, 3 championships. I will never forget 

the love I received from the fans from my very first days. Catalonia is my place on earth,” 
he wrote on social media.Lewandowski will get the opportunity to bid farewell to Barca 

fans in the last game of the season at the Camp Nou stadium on Sunday against Real 
Betis. Coach Hansi Flick confirmed he will start, adding he is a ‘fantastic human, but also 

a world-class player’.

Gautam Gambhir To Decide Suryakumar 
Yadav’s Future As India’s T20I Captain

Suryakumar Yadav’s future as India T20I skipper under review, Gautam Gambhir inputs key as selectors discuss succession plan amidst poor form.

India head coach Gau-
tam Gambhir’s inputs will 
go a long way in deciding 
Suryakumar Yadav’s fu-
ture as India’s T20I cap-
tain, according to a report 
in PTI. Although India ar-
en’t scheduled to play any 
T20Is against Afghanistan, 
the selection committee, 
along with secretary De-
vajit Saikia, is expected to 
hold an informal discus-
sion on Suryakumar’s fu-
ture amidst his poor run 
of form over the past one-
and-a-half As per reports, 
India’s T20I succession 
plan might be discussed on 
the sidelines of the senior 

national selection commit-
tee meeting in Guwahati on 
Tuesday.

Although the meeting 
has been called to select 
the Test team for the one-
off match against Afghan-

istan, the selectors could 
begin discussions on the 
T20I set-up for the Ireland 
and England tours as well, 
with the team for those 
series set to be picked in 
early June. It will be the se-

lection panel’s first in-per-
son meeting since India’s 
T20 World Cup win under 
Suryakumar’s leadership 
on March 8. A section of 
the selectors, team man-
agement and BCCI hierar-
chy had been in favour of 
sticking with the winning 
combination for the Ireland 
and England assignments. 
If Suryakumar is stripped 
of the leadership, retain-
ing his spot in the team 
as a batter could become 
tough.  The safest approach 
would be to give Suryaku-
mar the leadership for the 
Ireland and England series 
and then assess his future 

based on his batting per-
formances, but there is no 
certainty that the selectors 
will opt for that route now. 
But Suryakumar’s evident 
struggles with the bat, first 
during the T20 World Cup 
and now in IPL 2026, have 
led some within the deci-
sion-making group to feel 
that the transition process 
may have to start soon-
er rather than later.With 
Suryakumar all set to turn 
36 in September, there is 
a growing feeling among 
stakeholders that he may 
no longer fit into India’s 
long-term T20 plans.

Red Bull, Ferrari… Mercedes 
Next? Max Verstappen Eyes 
Nürburgring 24H History

“I don’t need to be only 
an F1 driver, I can also do 
other things.”
That was Max Verstappen’s 
message to the motorsport 
world earlier this year. And 
now, the four-time Formula 
1 world champion stands on 
the brink of making racing 
history far beyond the F1 
grid. erstappen is currently 
competing in the legendary 
Nürburgring 24 Hours, 
one of endurance racing’s 
toughest and most unforgiv-
ing events.
But this isn’t just another 
side quest for the Red Bull 
ace — a win here would 

place him in a unique 
category of modern motor-
sport greatness.Verstappen 
Eyeing Unprecedented 
HistoryThe Dutchman has 
already won in F1 machin-
ery with Red Bull Racing. 
He also claimed victory in 
GT3 competition driving a 
Ferrari 296 GT3 last year.
Now, racing a Mer-
cedes-AMG GT3 at the 
Nürburgring, Verstappen 
has the chance to become 
one of the first modern-era 
drivers to win races in Red 
Bull, Ferrari and Mercedes 
machinery. Wins across 
different disciplines with 
three iconic manufacturers, 
respectively. That’s just 
unheard of.If Verstappen 
and his team get the job 
done today, the Dutchman 
would also become the 
first F1 driver to win the 
Nürburgring 24 Hours after 
securing the World Cham-
pionship. (Niki Lauda won 
the event in 1973 BEFORE 
becoming an F1 champion)

Max’s Unquenched Thirst 
For Verstappen, this 
growing obsession with 
endurance racing feels less 
like a distraction and more 
like the natural next step.
“I’ve done this already for a 
while, achieved everything I 
want to achieve,” Verstap-
pen explained recently.
“That’s why I want to 
explore other things and I 
don’t want to do them when 
I’m 40 years old. Now is 
the perfect age to do it.”
The 28-year-old has spent 
months preparing for the 
challenge, making multiple 
appearances at the fearsome 
Nordschleife circuit, nick-
named “The Green Hell” by 
Jackie Stewart. Now, with 
teammates Daniel Jun-
cadella, Jules Gounon and 
Lucas Auer alongside him 
in the Mercedes-AMG GT3, 
Verstappen is looking to add 
yet another extraordinary 
chapter in his illustrious 
career so far.

BCCI Planning To Sack Rishabh Pant As 
India’s Test Vice-Captain: Report

The Board of Control for 
India (BCCI) is reportedly 
considering relieving Rishabh 
Pant of his Test vice-captain-
cy duties ahead of the one-off 
red-ball international against 
Afghanistan next month. Ac-
cording to PTI, the BCCI will 
have ‘serious discussions’ 

about Pant’s future when the 
national selectors meet in 
Guwahati on Tuesday (May 
19) to select Test and ODI 
squads for the Afghanistan 
series.  The one-off Test will 
be played between June 6-10, 
followed by three ODIs on 
June 14, 17 and 20. The report 

said the board has lost confi-
dence in Pant’s leadership 
abilities after his back-to-back 
poor seasons with the Luc-
know Super Giants (LSG) in 
the IPL. LSG finished seventh 
in IPL 2025 and is current-
ly tenth in the table in 2026 
with only four wins from 12 

matches.The report said the 
BCCI was not too impressed 
with Pant’s captaincy during 
the Test against South Africa 
in Guwahati last November, 
when he had to stand in for 
regular skipper Shubman Gill, 
who was injured. The report 
quoted a BCCI source as say-

ing that there was a concern 
within Indian cricket’s deci-
sion-makers about the impact 
additional responsibility has 
had on Pant, stressing that the 
country cannot afford to lose 
a player capable of changing 
Test matches with his aggres-
sive batting.

RCB Become 1st Team To Qualify For 
IPL 2026 Playoffs After Huge Win 

Over PBKS

Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) became the first team to 
qualify for the IPL 2026 playoffs after beating Punjab Kings 
(PBKS) by 23 runs at the Himachal Pradesh Cricket Associa-
tion Stadium, Dharamsala, on Sunday (May 17). comfortably 

defended, thanks to an all-round bowling effort.

Cooper Connolly 
Breaks Sanath 
Jayasuriya’s 
18-Year-Old IPL 
Record
Punjab Kings signed young 
Australian all-rounder Cooper 
Connolly for Rs 3 crore in 
the IPL 2026 auction, and in 
his maiden IPL season, the 
22-year-old left-handed batter 
from Perth has played all 13 
matches so far for the Shreyas 
Iyer-led side. In 12 innings of 
IPL 2026, Connolly has scored 
a total of 473 runs for Punjab 
Kings and hammered 32 sixes 
and 39 fours. A total of 32 
sixes by Connolly in IPL 2026 
has helped him break Sanath 
Jayasuriya’s 18-year-old IPL 
record of hitting the most 
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