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 Telangana Deputy Chief 
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka on Friday, July 3, said 
a debt of over Rs 8.21 lakh 
crore was incurred during the 
previous BRS regime and 
slammed the party for down-
playing it. He also said the 
BRS is carrying out a Goeb-
bels campaign against the 
Congress government over 
various issues.

“You (BRS regime) took 
debts in different ways. (They 
are) loans under FRBM (Fis-
cal Responsibility and Bud-
get Management) rules, in the 
name of corporations, pend-
ing dues to employees, dues 
to discoms (power distribu-

tions companies). Altogether, 
Rs 8,21,651 crore loans, dues 
you made. Is this not true,” 
he told reporters here. Alleg-
ing that it was BRS president 
K Chandrasekhar Rao who 
“destroyed” the state when 
he was the chief minister, 
he challenged KCR to state 
whether the debt burden was 
true or not. KCR must an-
swer the debt burden, he said.

BRS working president K 

T Rama Rao and party MLA 
T Harish Rao, who are re-
peating the same lies every 
day, should answer whether 
the state government needs 
to repay the debts or not, he 
said.

The Congress government 
has paid Rs 2.08 lakh crore, 
including principal and inter-
est, to banks during the last 
30 months on the loans taken 
by the BRS regime, Vikra-
marka said.

The government got debt 
restructured as the BRS took 
loans at the rate of 10 per 
cent interest and above, he 
said.

The government has so far 
got Rs 34,058 crore (payable 
by 2031-32) restructured to 
Rs 11,915 crore, he said.

Opposition Urges CJI to Halt 
SIR, Alleges Poll Manipulation
The Opposition, comprising the INDIA bloc and other Opposition leaders, said in 

the letter to the CJI that they chose this unusual path because the core pillars of the 
republic face severe strain.
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In an unprecedented 
move, as many as 23 lead-
ers of major opposition 
parties, including Con-
gress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge and Leader 

of Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha Rahul Gandhi, 
have jointly written a 
letter to Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) Justice Surya 
Kant and other judges, 
raising grave concerns 
over the alleged manip-
ulation of the country’s 

electoral process and 
demanding the immediate 
suspension of the 

ongoing voter ver-
ification system. The 
Opposition, comprising 
the INDIA bloc and other 
Opposition leaders, said 
in the letter to the CJI that 
they chose this unusual 
path because the core 
pillars of the republic face 
severe strain.

The primary grievance 
centres on the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) 
launched by the Election 
Commission of India 
(ECI) to sanitise voter 
rolls.

Iran will prevail over US, Medvedev says after 
attending martyred Iranian Leader’s funeral
The visiting deputy chairman of the Russian Security Council, Dmitry Medvedev, has said Iran will prevail over the United 
States.Medvedev, who heads the delegation attending Iran's martyred Leader’s funeral in Tehran, said in a video published 
on his Telegram channel after attending the funeral on Friday that the Iranian nation will emerge victorious in the strug-
gle against the US.Medvedev said Russia sares the grief of the Iranian people over the martyrdom of Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei.The former Russian president, who is a close ally of Russian Leader Vladimir Putin, said the sorrow stemming 
from the martyrdom of Ayatollah Khamenei has united the Iranian people. The former president added that the Iranian na-
tion will not yield to pressure from the US and other countries.Medvedev said that on behalf of the leadership and people of 
the Russian Federation, he expresses the deepest condolences regarding the martyrdom of Ayatollah Khamenei.

Indian delegation pays tribute 
to late Iran Supreme Leader

Tehran: An Indian delegation com-
prising political leaders, religious 
figures and civil society represen-
tatives paid tribute to Iran’s late 
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei, on Friday, July 3, 
ahead of the country’s multi-day 
state funeral programme.

Videos shared by the Embassy of 
Iran in India on X showed members 
of the delegation arriving at Tehran’s 
Imam Khomeini Grand Mosalla to 
pay their respects to the late Iranian 
leader.India’s official delegation, 
comprising Minister of State for 
External Affairs Pabitra Margherita 

and Bihar Governor Lt Gen (Retd) 
Syed Ata Hasnain, also travelled to 
Iran on Friday to attend the funeral 
ceremonies.The official funeral 
programme will continue in Tehran 
on July 4 and 5, culminating in the 
main funeral procession on July 6.

Iranian officials, world leaders and high-ranking 
delegations pay tribute to martyred Leader in Tehran
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Top Iranian officials, heads of 
state, foreign dignitaries, and 

high-ranking delegations from across 
the world have paid their respects to 
the martyred Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali 
Khamenei.In a solemn and historic 
ceremony unfolded at Tehran's Grand 

Mosalla on Friday, heads of the three 
branches of the Iranian government 
along with presidents, parliamentary 
speakers, special envoys, scholars, 
religious intellectuals, and thinkers 
from diverse backgrounds from 
across the globe paid their respects to 
the late Ayatollah Khamenei.Iranian 
officials and their families, representa-
tives of religious minorities, families 
of martyrs of the resistance front and 

Arab tribal leaders also joined the 
solemn tribute. Iranian President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian, Parliament Speaker 
Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf, Judiciary 
Chief Gholam-Hossein Mohseni Eje'i 
and Chairman of Expediency Council 
Ayatollah Sadeq Amoli Larijani 
were present in the ceremonies.The 
presence of dignitaries from differ-
ent world countries underscored the 
profound impact of the martyred 

Leader's legacy, not only within Iran 
and the Muslim world but also among 
freedom-seekers and justice advocates 
worldwide. Turkmenistan’s chairman 
of the People's Council Gurbanguly 
Berdimuhamedow, Iraqi President 
Nizar Amedi, Armenia’s Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan, Tajikistan’s 
President Emomali Rahmon, Paki-
stan’s Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
and army chief General Asim Munir 

and Iraq’s Kurdistan Region Presi-
dent Nechirvan Barzani were among 
foreign dignitaries who paid their re-
spects to the late Ayatollah Khamenei.
Parliament speakers of Iraq, Azerbai-
jan, Bangladesh, Uzbekistan, Belarus 
and Kyrgyzstan, foreign ministers 
of Nicaragua, Congo and Burkina 
Faso, president of Egypt’s Senate, the 
secretary general of the Palestinian 
Islamic Jihad resistance movement, 

and Omani parliament speaker also 
paid tribute to the martyred Leader.

Secretary General of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Council Nurlan Yermek-
bayev, secretary general of the D-8 
Organization for Economic Cooper-
ation and deputy secretary general of 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) were among other senior offi-
cials who paid their respects to late 
Ayatollah Khamenei.


