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MASS TURNOUT 
AT LEADER'S FU-
NERAL A 'DECI-
SIVE’ RESPONSE 
TO BULLYING, 
TERROR
Iranian President Masoud 
Pezeshkian says a massive 
public turnout at the funeral 
of late Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei will serve as 
a "decisive" response to ter-
rorism, violence and bully-
ing, while demonstrating the 
Iranian nation's unity and 
determination to defend its 
independence and dignity.
Pezeshkian made the re-
mark in a message on Thurs-
day addressed to the Iranian 
nation ahead of farewell and 
burial ceremonies for the 
late Ayatollah Khamenei, 
who was martyred on Feb-
ruary 28, the first day of the 
US-Israel imposed war.
"Your huge presence is a 
decisive response to terror, 
violence, and bullying, and a 
clear message to the world 
showing that the Iranian 
nation stands united and 
unanimous in defending 
their independence and 
dignity," he said.
It will also demonstrate that 
“no incident will weaken the 
will of this nation to build a 
prosperous, free, powerful, 
and proud Iran", he added. 
He expressed confidence 
in the people's role at the 
current juncture and noted 
that the Iranian nation 
will once again reaffirm its 
loyalty to the path and ideals 
of the martyred Leader in 
this grand farewell.He com-
mended the late Leader's 
thought and performance in 
safeguarding Iran's inde-
pendence and promoting 
religious democracy and 
resistance during some of 
the most challenging peri-
ods in the country's modern 
history.

The Democratic News
Hyderabad, June, 02

The Telangana Cabinet, 
chaired by Chief Minister 
Revanth Reddy, on Thursday 
approved a series of major 
decisions, including imple-
mentation of the VB-GRAM 
G Act from July 1, 2026, 
while deciding to challenge 
its provisions in the Supreme 
Court. The Cabinet also ap-
proved 6,278 posts for new 
TIMS Super Speciality Hos-
pitals, Rs.7,345.12 crore for 
Musi River Front Develop-
ment Phase-I, extension of 
free breakfast and mid-day 
meals to teachers and staff, 
and land allotments for ware-
houses and central educa-
tional institutions. Telangana 
Cabinet Decides to Imple-

ment VB-GRAM G, Plans 
Supreme Court Challenge

The Cabinet discussed the 
implementation of the VB-
GRAM G Act introduced by 
the Central Government. It 
expressed strong objection to 
several provisions of the Act, 
stating that the Centre intro-
duced it without consulting 
the states.

The Cabinet recalled that 
the Telangana Legislative 
Assembly had already passed 

a resolution in January op-
posing changes to the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Ru-
ral Employment Guarantee 
Scheme (MGNREGA) and 
had sent it to the Centre.

The Cabinet decided to 
once again communicate its 
protest to the Central Gov-
ernment.

Cabinet Sub-Committee 
Recommendations

The Cabinet discussed rec-
ommendations submitted by 
the Cabinet Sub-Committee 
headed by Minister Uttam 
Kumar Reddy. Considering 
the need to ensure employ-
ment for MGNREGA work-
ers, the Cabinet approved the 
issuance of a notification im-
plementing the VB-GRAM 
G Act in Telangana with ef-
fect from July 1, 2026.

Mosque Demolitions in Gujarat, 
Varanasi Spark Debate

The Democratic News
New Delhi, July, 02

Religious structures in 
Kutch district, Guja-
rat, and Varanasi, Uttar 
Pradesh, have become the 
center of fresh contro-
versy after demolition 
drives involving mosques 
and other religious sites. 
Authorities say the ac-
tions are part of anti-en-

croachment measures and 
development projects, 
while affected persons 
and Muslim organisations 
have questioned whether 
constitutional safeguards, 
legal procedures, and 
due process were fully 
followed. The develop-
ments have intensified a 
nationwide debate over 
religious freedom, equal 
application of the law, and 
constitutional rights.

Religious Places Hold 
Deep Emotional and His-
torical Significance

Places of worship 
are not merely build-
ings made of bricks and 
stones. They represent 
faith, history, culture, and 
the memories of gener-
ations. When a religious 

structure is demolished, 
it affects not only the 
building itself but also 
the emotions, religious 
attachment, and collective 
memories of the people 
associated with it.

Over the past few 
years, legal disputes and 
demolition drives involv-
ing mosques and other 
religious places have 
repeatedly made headlines 
across India. Following 
the Babri Masjid case 
and the Bhojshala–Kamal 
Maula Mosque dispute, in 
which the site was handed 
over to Hindus, judi-
cial and administrative 
proceedings involving 
various religious sites 
have sparked fresh public 
debate.

Army Chief: Iranian nation will never 
surrender to enemies

The chief of the Iranian Army has called on the public to participate in a "historic and epic" farewell ceremony for martyred 
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, declaring that the Iranian nation will never surrender to 
its enemies. In a statement on Thursday, Major General Amir Hatami described the martyrdom of Ayatollah Khamenei at the 
hands of the US and Israel as a "great tragedy" for the Iranian nation, Muslims worldwide, and free people everywhere.
He said the enemies mistakenly believed they could break the will of the Iranian people through the crime, but instead found 
a nation more determined and united than ever. "The martyred Leader and Commander-in-Chief, throughout his honorable 
life, presented a complete model of courage, insight, and steadfastness against the excesses of global arrogance to all free 
people of the world," the statement read. "This great mujahid, until his final moments, safeguarded the path of resistance 
with courage and insight and never wavered from the path of truth," he added. The Army chief urged the public to partici-
pate in the farewell and funeral ceremonies to renew their pledge to the martyred Leader's path and the ideals of the Islamic 
Revolution.  He said their presence will send a clear message to enemies and remind global arrogance that the Leader's path 
will continue with the "steel will" of the Iranian nation under the wise leadership of his successor, Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba 
Khamenei.

Israel's largest refineries face years 
of repair after Iran airstrikes: Report
Israel's largest oil 
refineries have sustained 
far heavier damage 
from retaliatory Iranian 
missile strikes during the 
latest round of US-Israe-
li aggression against Iran 
than Israeli authorities 
previously acknowl-
edged, Israeli media 
reports say. 
Israel's Channel 12 
News reported that the 
refineries in Haifa Bay, 

in the north of the occu-
pied territories sustained 
severe damage after two 
separate Iranian strikes 
earlier this year.
One oil derivatives stor-
age tank struck during 
an attack in March is 
beyond repair.
 The refineries 
had also sustained 
damage last year, during 
Israel's 12-day war of 
aggression against Iran.

It said three Bazan em-
ployees were killed after 
Iranian missiles 
pierced the US-backed 
Iron Dome mobile air 
defense system in June 
2025. 
The report further said 
that the ministry of in-
terior has now approved 
large-scale reconstruc-
tion works, which are 
expected to be complet-
ed in 2028.

European anti-imperialist groups ar-
rive in Iran for Martyr Leader's funeral

A caravan of anti-im-
perialist activists, 

academics, journalists, and 
representatives of Islamic 
centers from across Europe 
are traveling to Tehran to 
participate in the funeral 
procession of the martyred 
Leader of the Islamic Rev-

olution Ayatollah Seyyed 
Ali Khamenei.The groups, 
which include members 
of Italy's anti-imperialist 
axis, researchers, universi-
ty professors, journalists, 
anti-war union represen-
tatives, and supporters of 
the Islamic Revolution, 

have begun arriving in 
Iran despite the absence 
of official invitations from 
European governments, 
IRNA reported Thursday. 
One diplomatic source said 
the funeral procession for 
Imam Khamenei has drawn 
activists and intellectuals 

from across Europe who 
want to express solidarity 
with the Iranian people 
and their resistance against 
the 'great and small Satan' 
alliance. The delegation 
includes figures who view 
the late Leader as a symbol 
of independence, anti-he-

gemony, and support for 
oppressed nations over 
decades.

A second diplomatic 
source confirmed that visas 
have been issued for rep-
resentatives from Islamic 
centers and institutions in 
the Netherlands, 

Japanese firms set to announce 
investments worth about 
$12.5 billion in India

As Japanese Prime 
Minister Sanae 

Takaichi began her three-
day India visit, Japanese 
companies are set to 
announce investments 
worth nearly $12.5 billion 
(around 2 trillion yen) 
in the country.More than 
150 Japanese companies 
are participating in the Ja-
pan-India Economic Forum 
alongside the summit. The 
investment commitment is 
part of the broader com-
mitment announced last 
year to facilitate 10 trillion 
yen in private Japanese 
investments in India over 
a decade. In a post on 
X, Japan’s Deputy Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Masanao 
Ozaki, who arrived in 
New Delhi along with PM 
Takaichi, noted that over 

150 companies will be par-
ticipating in the Japan-In-
dia Economic Forum. In 
the post, Masanao added a 
report by Japanese newspa-
per The Yomiuri Shimbun, 
which noted that these 
initiatives, valued at ap-
proximately 2 trillion yen 
on the Japanese side, aim 
to deepen their footprint in 
IndiaIndia and Japan are 
expected to explore joint 
stockpiling initiatives to 
strengthen energy security. 
Defence cooperation is also 
expected to receive a mega 
boost.In a big push for the 
‘Make in India’ initiative, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Takaichi are set 
to jointly inaugurate Maruti 
Suzuki India’s new manu-
facturing plant at Kharkho-
da in Haryana.


