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Iran has warned South Korea against any military participation in the 
Persian Gulf operations and the Strait of Hormuz, saying such involve-
ment would amount to “direct” support for the US and lead to serious 
consequences. Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei issued 
the warning in a post in Korean on his X account on Monday amid re-
ports that South Korea is flirting with the idea of deploying military as-
sets to the Persian Gulf. He said Iran and South Korea have maintained 
relations for more than 64 years and have consistently developed ties 
on the basis of mutual respect. He added that Tehran attaches great im-
portance to its friendly ties with Seoul. He noted that the Iranian nation 
is currently defending itself against acts of aggression and responding 
decisively to US war crimes against women and children. Under the 
current circumstances, it is clear that any operational participation or 
military presence by other parties in the Persian Gulf and the Strait of 
Hormuz will constitute direct support for the aggressor and will have 
serious consequences, the Iranian spokesperson emphasized.
He further said that no sovereign and responsible country would suc-
cumb to US pressure and blackmail to cooperate with the US in its acts 
of aggression and heinous crimes against the Iranian nation.
“No sovereign and responsible country will submit to US pressure 
and blackmail to collude in committing acts of aggression and heinous 
crimes against the great Iranian nation,” Baghaei pointed out.
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Owaisi-Beniwal rally fuels Third Front 
buzz in Rajasthan ahead of civic polls

Jaipur: Political activity around 
Rajasthan’s urban local body elec-
tions intensified after AIMIM chief 
Asaduddin Owaisi and Rashtriya 
Loktantrik Party (RLP) supremo 
Hanuman Beniwal shared the stage 
at a joint rally in Jaipur, fuelling 
speculation about the emergence 
of a potential third political front 
in the state.
The two leaders addressed a public 
meeting in Municipal Corporation 
Ward 146 on Sunday in support of 

the AIMIM candidate, while also 
attacking both the BJP and the 
Congress and pitching themselves 
as an alternative political force. 
Their joint appearance has trig-
gered discussions over evolving 
political equations in Rajasthan 
and the possibility of a broader 
AIMIM-RLP alliance beyond 
the civic polls. Addressing the 
gathering, Owaisi said Rajasthan’s 
politics has traditionally revolved 
around the BJP and Congress, but 

claimed that voters are now being 
presented with a new political 
alternative. He described the 
September 11 civic elections as 
an important test for voters and 
appealed to the public to support 
the AIMIM candidate Beniwal 
described the joint appearance as 
a new beginning for Rajasthan 
politics and spoke about the polit-
ical cooperation between Jat and 
Muslim communities.

‘Ensure peaceful Ganesh Chaturthi,’ 
Telangana DGP tells police

Commissioners of Police, DCPs and SPs should visit the pandals and record their observations and 
remarks in point books, he said.

Telangana Director General of 
Police C V Anand on Monday, 
September 7, directed police 
officials to make comprehen-
sive security arrangements for 
the peaceful conduct of Ganesh 
Chaturthi festivities across the 
state. The DGP held a video 
conference with SIs and senior 
police officers across the state 
and reviewed preparations for 
the festivities, which will com-
mence on September 14 and 
culminate with the immersion 
of Ganesh idols on September 
25, a press release said.

He said a dedicated online 
portal had been introduced to 
collect and monitor details of 
Ganesh pandals. Information 
on the location of pandals, 
organisers and committee 
members, as well as vehicles 
to be used for idol immersion, 
should be updated on the plat-
form, he said. Commissioners 
of Police, DCPs and SPs should 
visit the pandals and record 
their observations and remarks 
in point books, he said.
Police should pay special 
attention to electrical safety 
and traffic management around 

Ganesh pandals and coordinate 
closely with the Electricity, 
Fire and other departments, the 
DGP said.

Election Commission 
extends SIR
Hyderabad  : The Election 
Commission of India on Monday 
revised the schedule for Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) in 
Telangana, extending the period 
of filing claims and objections by 
three weeks.As per the revised 
schedule, the period of filing 
claims and objections will be 
till October 7, 2026. The period, 
which began on August 17, 
was earlier scheduled to end on 
September 16. The notice phase/
disposal of claims and objections 
will now end on November 5. 
It was earlier scheduled to con-
clude on October 15.
The final voter list will be 
published on November 9. It was 
earlier scheduled to be published 
on October 19.

‘Purification’ row: Congress 
holds protest march in Latur

Latur: The Congress took out a ‘Constitution march’ in Latur city of Maharashtra on Monday, September 7, to protest 
against the alleged ‘purification’ ritual carried out after a public meeting addressed by Congress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge in Uttarakhand and the registration of a case against Rahul Gandhi for raising his voice against the act.The march 
began after participants paid tributes at a statue of Babasaheb Ambedkar. It culminated in a protest meeting at Mahatma 
Gandhi Chowk. Protestors criticised what they described as attempts to undermine the values of the Constitution and 
create divisions in society, adding that the incident following Kharge’s public meeting was an affront to the principles of 
equality and social fraternity. They also condemned the registration of a case against Rahul Gandhi, alleging the action 
was politically motivated and intended to suppress dissent.A controversy erupted following reports of a purification ritual 
being performed at the Ramlila Ground in Haldwani in Uttarakhand after Kharge’s rally on August 8. It was alleged that 
holy water from the Ganga was sprinkled and Vedic mantras were chanted at the venue, with the Congress claiming that 
this act was “anti-Dalit”.


